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ST BEDES TRADITIONALIST COMMUNITY 
Newsletter  (Apr il 2005 - No 2) 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

CIEL MASS 
Saturday 
(16th Apr il) 

11am St James’  
Spanish Place 
followed by 
CIEL UK 
conference at 
Regent Hall, 
275 Oxford 

Tickets are £5 
from CIEL UK, 
PO Box 500, 
Rochester, Kent 
ME1 1WU 

Third 
Sunday after  
Easter  (17th 
Apr il) 

10:45 AM 
Mass at St 
Bede’s 

Byrd’s Mass for 
Four Voices.  
Choir  under  the 
direction of 
Adr ian Taylor  

Char tres 
Pilgr image 
13/17 May  

4 Day 
traditionalist 
pilgrimage - 
see erratum 
below 

Speak to Francis 
Carey (020 8741 
1316) 

Pentecost 
Sunday (15th 
May) 

10:45 AM 
Mass at St 
Bede’s 

Palestrina 
Missa Brevis.   
Choir  under  the 
direction of 
Adr ian Taylor  

Holywell 
Pilgr image 
2/3 July 

2 Day 
traditionalist 
pilgrimage 

Speak to 
Graham 
Moorhouse 
(01322 409231) 

CHARTRES PILGRIMAGE ERRATUM 
(13th to 17th May 2005) 

Please note that one of Screwtape’s minions 
managed to squeeze into the dot-matrix printer used 
to produce the March newsletter and output the 
wrong dates for the Chartres pilgrimage.  The 
correct dates are above.  The printer has since been 
exorcised. 

Beam Me Up, Scotty: 

If you are interested in taking part in the beautiful 
Chartres experience, contact: Francis Carey on 020 
8741 1316 for more information. 

CIEL MASS - Saturday 16th Apr il 2005 

Annual Solemn High Mass at 11am St James’  
Spanish Place followed by CIEL UK conference at 
Regent Hall, 275 Oxford St London W1 at 2.30.  
The keynote speaker is Fr Michael Lang, Cong. 
Orat., a priest of the Brompton Oratory in London. 
Tickets are £5 from CIEL UK, PO Box 500, 
Rochester, Kent ME1 1WU.  However, they are 
usually available on the day. 

REASONS FOR ATTENDING THE OLD RITE 

Because our forefathers in faith have in their 
wisdom and piety wisely structured silence into the 
rite.  And in the words of Mother Teresa, “Silence is 
necessary for prayer, prayer is necessary for faith, 
faith is necessary for love and love is necessary for 
service.”  

LAETARE SUNDAY 

 
Sunday 6th March, Mothering Sunday, Fr Southwell in a 

charming little ceremony blesses roses and Simnel Cake after 
the traditional Mass. 

The fourth, or middle, Sunday of Lent, so called 
from the first words of the Introit at Mass, "Laetare 
Jerusalem" -- "Rejoice, O Jerusalem".  During the 
first six or seven centuries the season of Lent 
commenced on the Sunday following 
Quinquagesima, and thus comprised only thirty-six 
fasting days.  To these were afterwards added the 
four days preceding the first Sunday, in order to 
make up the forty days© fast. Strictly speaking, the 
Thursday before Laetare Sunday is the middle day 
of Lent, and it was at one time observed as such, but 
afterwards the special signs of joy permitted on this 
day, intended to encourage the faithful in their 
course through the season of penance, were 
transferred to the Sunday following.  They consist of 
(like those of Gaudete Sunday in Advent) in the use 
of flowers on the altar, and of the organ at Mass and 
Vespers; rose-coloured vestments also allowed 
instead of purple, and the deacon and subdeacon 
wear dalmatics, instead of folded chasubles. The 
contrast between Laetare and the other Sundays is 
thus emphasized, and is emblematic of the joys of 
this life, restrained rejoicing mingled with a certain 
amount of sadness. 

The Golden Rose, sent by the popes to Catholic 
sovereigns, used to be blessed at this time, and for 
this reason the day was sometimes called "Dominica 
de Rosa". Other names applied to it were 
Refreshment Sunday, or the Sunday of the Five 
Loaves, from a miracle recorded in the Gospel; Mid-
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Lent, mi-carême, or mediana; and Mothering 
Sunday, in allusion to the Epistle, which indicates 
our right to be called the sons of God as the source 
of all our joy, and also because formerly the faithful 
used to make their offerings in the cathedral or 
mother-church on this day.  This latter name is still 
with us, though the reason of course has been lost to 
most. 

TRADITIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 

Fr. Andrew Southwell will be leading a traditional 
pilgrimage to Rome in October. The dates are still to 
be arranged. For further information please contact 
Mrs. Maria Chang on 8673 4739. 

TRADITIONAL CATHOLIC SUMMER 
SCHOOL 

There will be a traditional Catholic Summer School 
in July this year (Sunday 24th July to Sunday 31st 
July) at Monkton Combe School in the village of 
Monkton Combe near Bath. This will be for ages 11 
to 18, and there will be lessons in such subjects as 
Catholic Literature and History, Gregorian Chant, 
theology, science, arts and crafts and other creative 
activities. It is also hoped to have an outing to Bath 
and Downside Abbey.  Fr. Andrew Southwell will 
offer the traditional Mass each day (including the 
two Sundays), and there will be daily Rosary and 
sung Compline.  Full board is included and the 
accommodation will be in single or twin bedrooms. 

This school is being organised by the St. Catherine’s 
Trust, a newly formed body to promote traditional 
Catholic education and culture.  The Summer 
School is being generously subsidised by 
benefactors, and we would only require a donation 
of £50 per participating family for the week. 

This event is also being supported by the Traditional 
Catholic Family Alliance. 

For further details please contact Fr. Andrew 
Southwell or Dr. John Tennant. Tel. 07913 481014 
or email stcatherinestrust@btinternet.com 

TRADITIONAL CATHOLIC FAMILY 
ALLIANCE CATECHISM DAYS 

Each month on a Saturday, the Traditional Catholic 
Family Alliance holds a Catechism Day for families 
of all ages. The day begins with a Missa Cantata at 
11am at St. Bede’s, after which we make our way to 
Beechwood School, 55 Leigham Court Road. Each 
family brings a packed lunch, which is eaten 
together in the school dining room, after which there 
are various classes. Fr. Andrew Southwell teaches 
Catechism to each age group in turn, including a 
talk for the adults. Other classes are organised for 
the children including science, Gregorian Chant, 
sewing, altar serving, arts and crafts, and sporting 
activities (plus story-time and other activities for the 

under threes). For the adults there are talks on such 
subjects as philosophy, Catholic Literature, Catholic 
History, liturgy, theology and Gregorian Chant. The 
day usually ends around 5.15pm.  

The next Catechism Days will be on Saturdays 30th 
April and 21st May. For more details please contact 
Fr. Southwell on 8678 5128. 

EUCHARISTIC INDULGENCE 

Good news: to mark the year of the Eucharist, Pope 
John Paul II has granted a plenary indulgence to 
Catholics who venerate the Blessed Sacrament in 
2005.  He also granted an indulgence to those 
reciting the morning and night prayers of the office 
before the Tabernacle.  In a decree signed last 
Christmas day the Pope writes: "A Plenary 
Indulgence is granted to all faithful and to each 
individual faithful under the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion 
and prayer in keeping with the intentions of the 
Supreme Pontiff, with the soul completely removed 
from attachment to any form of sin), each and every 
time they participate attentively and piously in a 
sacred function or a devotional exercise undertaken 
in honour of the Blessed Sacrament, solemnly 
exposed and conserved in the tabernacle.  A Plenary 
Indulgence is also granted, under the aforesaid 
conditions, to the clergy, to members of Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, 
and to other faithful who are by law obliged to recite 
the Liturgy of the Hours, as well as to those who 
customarily recite the Divine Office out of pure 
devotion, each and every time they recite - at the 
end of the day, in company or in private - Vespers 
and Night Prayers before the Lord present in the 
tabernacle.  

"The faithful who, through illness or other just 
cause, are unable to visit the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Eucharist in a church or oratory, may obtain a 
Plenary Indulgence in their own homes, or wherever 
they may be because of their ailment, if, ... with the 
intention of observing the three usual conditions as 
soon as possible, they make the visit spiritually and 
with the heart©s desire, ... and recite the Our Father 
and the Creed, adding a pious invocation to Jesus in 
the Sacrament.  If they are unable to do even this, 
they will receive a Plenary Indulgence if they unite 
themselves with interior desire to those who practice 
the normal conditions laid down for Indulgences, 
and offer the merciful God the illnesses and 
discomforts of their lives." 
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THE INN CATHOLICS 

 
The Inn Catholics are a group of traditional 
Catholics who meet from time to time to put the 
world to rights and to listen to invited speakers, 
while at the same time enjoying a drink and a meal 
and one another company.  The moving force 
behind the Inn Catholics is a parishioner of St 
Bede’s. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 19th April at 7:30 
PM.  Jamie Bogle will be giving a talk on religious 
liberty, which promises to be deliciously 
controversial. 

The venue is the STAR TAVERN, 6 Belgrave Mews 
West, LONDON, SW1X 8HT.  This lovely old pub 
is at the end of a quiet cobbled mews off Belgrave 
Square.  It was built in the early 19th century to 
cater for the domestic staff of the many great houses 
of Belgravia.  The mews cottages were used for 
stabling horses and to accommodate the grooms and 
coachmen.  Today they are more likely to house a 
millionaire than a servant. 

From the outside the Star probably hasn©t changed 
that much, but inside the new social order has left its 
mark.  The open bar would have been divided into 
many rooms, each one used according to ones status.  
Now it is open and bright.  There are two fireplaces 
in the largest room, with comfortable benches and 
scrubbed pine tables.  In the summer drinkers spill 
out into the mews, which is surprisingly tranquil 
considering its position. 

The Inn Catholics meet in a pleasant room upstairs.  
Please join us.  All are welcome.  On arrival, order a 
meal and your drink at the bar and then retire to the 
upstairs room.  The bar staff will bring your order to 
you in due course. 

COMPOSERS - TOMÁS LUIS DE VICTORIA 

The music created by this composer is believed, by 
those who claim to know what they are talking 
about, to be among the most beautiful in the world 
today.  Composed at the end of the 16th Century, 
and the beginning of the 17th, the music of Victoria 

was written for the Church, to be sung as a part of 
the Catholic liturgy and all of the texts are in the 
Latin language...mostly scripture from the Vulgate 
Bible.  Victoria, a priest, was unique in that he 
composed no secular music. 

Victoria composed twenty Masses, 44 motets, 36 
hymns, 16 alternating plainsong magnificats (plus a 
magnificent work for two choirs and another for 
three), ten sublime Marian antiphons, 7 psalm 
settings for double choirs, 4 sequences, some pieces 
written to be included in the liturgy, and a body of 
music composed for Holy Week services. All of this 
music is sublime and deserves the highest honors as 
spiritual masterpieces by one of the greatest 
composers of the past 2,000 years. 

But Victoria©s music would be forgotten today, were 
it not for a few learned individuals who know the 
importance of these works and keep the flame alive, 
and a few brave CD labels, choirs and singing 
ensembles who have committed some of the works 
to disc and perform the music in public. Since the 
advent of the CD, one or two recordings a year are 
produced in Europe. However, many of Victoria©s 
finest works still remain unrecorded, while the 
familiar compositions often get recorded over and 
over.  Only about a half of Victoria©s masses have 
seen the light of day in commercial recordings and 
few of the hymns and Marian motets are available.  

Additionally, perhaps Victoria©s best known work, 
the four-part Ave Maria, is generally regarded by 
Victoria scholars to not have been composed by 
Victoria at all!  It has no stylistic traits in common 
with Victoria©s compositional style and should be 
attributed to "anonymous," not to Victoria. 

THE MASS OF AGES RETURNS TO ABBEY 
AFTER 40 YEARS 

Mass celebrated in the classical rite has returned to 
Belmont Abbey in Hereford after a 40 year absence.  
The Mass was offered by Belmont’s abbot Paul 
Stonham on behalf of members of the Latin Mass 
Society of England and Wales. 

Abbot Stonham revealed that he had never 
celebrated the Old Rite publicly in Britain before. 

This traditional Mass may become a monthly event. 

PROMOTE THE NEXT SPECIAL SUNDAY 

I f you have a window, gate post, tree, fence or  
similar , on which you can display the poster  over  
and help promote the next Special Sunday, please 
do so.  You can protect it from the elements by 
encasing it in cling film. 
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Sung Mass 
In the Classical Roman Rite 

Choir under the direction of Adrian Taylor 

Third Sunday after  Easter  
Sunday 17th Apr il 2005 at 10:45 AM. 

Byrd’s Mass for Four 
Voices 

 

Enjoy this beautiful sacred music 
within the setting for which it was 

composed 
Confessions available during Mass 

(NB There is usually a French speaking priest available.) 

Families and children 
welcome 

St Bede’ s Catholic Church 
58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 0LF 

(By Underground: Clapham South.  By Rail: Streatham Hill) 


