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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Tue 15th August - Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary – Traditional Mass at St Bede’s at 
7:55 am and 12 noon. 
Fr i 1st Sept – 1st Friday Mass – confessions at 6:30 pm 
and Mass at 7 pm, followed by benediction and devo-
tions to the sacred heart. 
Fr i 8th-10th Sept - The Douai retreat for 2006  - see 
article below 
Sun 24th Sept – Next Special Sunday (10:45am Mass at 
St Bede’s) 

REASONS FOR ATTENDING THE OLD MASS 

Don Grammont, at the end of a solemn high Mass attended 
by a group of Protestant ministers, noticed one of them, 
overwhelmed, making his way towards him exclaiming, “ I 
have seen the Church!”   He had seen the Church through 
the display of its purest and most ancient tradition.  It is by 
the words, the chants and the unchanging rituals of the 
traditional liturgy that the Christian soul finds itself put 
back in touch with a homeland which transcends the centu-
ries. 

AUGUST MASSES AT ST BEDE’S 

There will be neither a Special Sunday nor sung Tradi-
tional Masses at St Bede’s during August.  Fr Andrew 
Southwell will be away.  Fr Anthony Talbot and Fr Hugh 
Thwaites will be taking care of the traditional community. 

CORPUS CHRISTI  PROCESSION 

Sermon  preached 
after  the Corpus 

Chr isti procession 
by Fr  Thomas 

Crean 

After this long 
and beautiful 
procession, I 
don’ t want to 
preach a long 
sermon. I should 
just like to ask 
one question: 
why have we 
conducted this 
procession?  
Someone who 
was not a Catho-
lic might say to 

us, in all good faith, ‘Why do you practise your religion 
outside?  Isn’ t a church enough for you?’   How should we 
answer them? 

In one word, we should answer by saying that Christ is 
King.  And His reign is not confined to churches or chapels 
– these are just His earthly palaces, so to speak.  They are 
not the full extent of His domain.  He said to the apostles 

after the resurrection, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me” .  All authority on earth; therefore, 
all authority in South London, all authority in Clapham 
Park. 

Our procession manifests this. The present Pope, writing of 
the Corpus Christi processions of his boyhood in Bavaria, 
with soldiers in uniform and guns firing, remarked that 
they show Christ as our true Head of State. It is with Him 
that our ultimate loyalties lie. He doesn’ t take away any of 
the legitimate authority of earthly rulers; in fact, He gives 
us a new motive for obeying them – to imitate Him, who 
obeyed Pontius Pilate. But He does show us that in the 
greatest questions of life, about good and evil, right and 
wrong, the State is not the final arbiter.  It is Christ teach-
ing us through His Church, who shows us the Father’s will, 
and how we can become holy. 

So on this day as we honour our Lord and King, let us re-
new our dedication to Him.  His grace, purchased so dearly 
– ‘King of love on Calvary’ - must permeate us in soul and 
body, inspiring all our actions and decisions.  Let us say to 
Him, ‘Rule over me, Lord, this day: take all my freedom 
and use it for the glory of Thy reign.’  

REPORT ON HOLYWELL 

By: Geraldine Windsor  

 

At Holywell in the Seventh Century there lived a pious 
young woman by the name of Winefride, the daughter of 
noble parents; her mother was sister to St Beuno. 

Legend has it that Caradoc, a Prince, was taken by how 
lovely Winefride was and indeed had plans for marriage.  
However, Winefride was committed to God and had long 
before dedicated herself to our Lord.  The Prince was en-
raged by Winefride’s refusal and in anger raised his sword 
and cut off her head.  Immediately, Caradoc fell dead and 
the earth opened and swallowed his body.  Winefride’s 
head tumbled down the hill and stopped by a church where 
a great spring burst forth.  St Bueno, picked up her head 
and placed it back onto Winefride’s body and she was re-
stored to life.  There was no sign of harm, just a thin white 
line encircling her neck.  Winifred lived 15 years after this 



event and became abbess of a convent in Gwytherin, in 
Denbighshire. 

The spring is still flowing today in Holywell and many 
miracles have occurred through bathing in the water.  
Many sick and suffering have visited the pilgrimage site in 
hopes of making their bodies and spirits whole again. 

So here we were, a group of 50 pilgrims visiting Holywell 
and looking forward to rejuvenating our faith and curing 
our ailments.  What a lovely time we had.  We were ac-
companied by Fr du Chaxel who first celebrated Mass at 
the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Bala and then beside 
the spring in Holywell the following day....how uplifting to 
be in such a wonderful setting.  Fr du Chaxel also led the 
Rosary and spent many hours hearing Confessions: even 
two passing traveling folk took the opportunity to confess. 

Following our visit to Holywell we were taken to the na-
tional Shrine of St Padre Pio where Fr du Chaxel led us up 
into the forest on our own Calvary praying the Stations of 
the Cross.  We sat and had lunch and chatted with our new 
found friends in the Gardens of the Shrine before returning 
to Holywell for a full Solemn High Mass in honour of St 

Winifred.  The Mass 
was celebrated in true 
Latin Mass Society 
style with a magnifi-
cent choir and many 
inspiring priests.  As it 
was a long journey 
home we were all able 
to meditate on what a 
wonderful pilgrimage 
we had just been a part 
of.  Thank-you to all 
of the organizers we 
look forward to seeing 
you again next year.  

Some pilgr ims became concerned when they learned 
just how recently the coach dr iver  had qualified. 

“ THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A STRANGER, 
ONLY A FRIEND YOU HAVE NOT YET MET”  

By: Graham Moorhouse 

Well done you splendid bunch!  The traditional community 
took on the responsibility for financing, designing, printing 
and distributing 4000 leaflets door-to-door in the area sur-
rounding St Bede’s to promote our June Special Sunday. 

The leaflet explained the fact that Our Blessed Lord was 
God and promoted on the back of this sacred truth the Spe-
cial Sunday of the 25th June.  It was very heartening to see 
the result, the numbers at the 10:45 Mass were clearly sub-
stantially inflated with many new faces.  The theme was 
providential given that the central assault of the much pub-
licized Da Vinci Code is the denial of the divinity of 
Christ. 

The distribution of this quantity of leaflets was a particu-
larly splendid effort.  The delivery of 4000 brochures 
equates to about twenty-seven hours work.  Several gener-
ous souls took on 3 hours toil each, and the whole task was 

completed without hitch in the two weeks leading up to the 
Mass. 

I plan a similar promotion in October and have been so 
emboldened by your generous response to appeals for help 
this time round that I am tempted to go for a 5000 print run 
next time.  As I am fond of saying, “Selling is a numbers 
game.  The more people you tell about your product, the 
more people buy.”   And do we have some products: the 
traditional Mass, the one true faith and eternal salva-
tion…and it’s all absolutely free! 

One small moan: when there are new faces at the tradi-
tional Mass, more people must go out of their way to talk 
to them and make them welcome.  No new face at the 
10:45 am Mass should be able to reach the lichgate with-
out at least three souls having introduced themselves, said 
how good it was to see them and invited them down to the 
club for refreshment.  We may be the warmest-hearted 
bunch in Christendom but unless we step out of our com-
fort zones and speak to strangers, this will remain a well 
kept secret. 

I once saw a sales blurb on a bottle of Irish Whisky that 
read, “There is no such thing as a stranger, only a friend 
you have not yet met.”   Reflect on that, the next time you 
see a new face at St Bede’s. 

AUGUST - MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE 
HEART OF MARY 

The history of the devo-
tion to the Heart of Mary 
is connected on many 
points with that to the 
Heart of Jesus; neverthe-
less, it has its own his-
tory.  The attention of 
Christians was early at-
tracted by the love and 
virtues of the Heart of 
Mary.  The Gospel itself 
invited this attention with 
exquisite discretion and 
delicacy.  What was first 
excited was compassion 
for the Virgin Mother.  It 
was, so to speak, at the 
foot of the Cross that the 

Christian heart first made the acquaintance of the Heart of 
Mary. Simeon©s prophecy paved the way and furnished the 
devotion with one of its favourite formulae and most popu-
lar representations: the heart pierced with a sword.  But 
Mary was not merely passive at the foot of the Cross; "she 
cooperated through charity", as St. Augustine says, "in the 
work of our redemption". 

Another Scriptural passage to help in bringing out the de-
votion was the twice-repeated saying of St. Luke, that 
Mary kept all the sayings and doings of Jesus in her heart, 
that there she might ponder over them and live by them.  A 
few of the Virgin©s sayings, also recorded in the Gospel, 
particularly the Magnificat, are also significant.  Some of 
the Fathers also throw light on the devotion, St. Ambrose, 



when in his commentary on St. Luke he holds Mary up as 
the ideal of virginity, and St. Ephrem, when he so poeti-
cally sings of the coming of the Magi and the welcome 
accorded them by the humble Mother.  Little by little, in 
consequence of the application of the Canticle of the lov-
ing relations between God and the Blessed Virgin, the 
Heart of Mary came to be for the Christian Church the 
Heart of the Spouse of the Canticles as well as the Heart of 
the Virgin Mother.  Some passages from other Sapiential 
Books, likewise understood as referring to Mary, in whom 
they personify wisdom and her gentle charms, strengthened 
this impression.  Such are the texts in which wisdom is 
presented as the mother lofty love, of fear, of knowledge, 
and of holy hope. In the New Testament Elizabeth pro-
claims Mary blessed because she has believed the words of 
the angel; the Magnificat is an expression of her humility; 
and in answering the woman of the people, who in order to 
exalt the Son proclaimed the Mother blessed, did not Jesus 
himself say: "Blessed rather are they that hear the word of 
God and keep it", thus in a manner inviting us to seek in 
Mary that which had so endeared her to God and caused 
her to be selected as the Mother of Jesus?  St. Leo says that 
through faith and love she conceived her Son spiritually, 
even before receiving Him into her womb, and St. 
Augustine tells us that she was more blessed in having 
borne Christ in her heart than in having conceived Him in 
the flesh. 

BEING PRO-LIFE IS A VOCATION 

Anthony Ozimic M.A. Bioethics 

Talk (edited), St Catherine’s Trust Family Retreat, 2006 

Aristotle said that human beings naturally want to live to-
gether: “Human beings are by nature political animals, 
because nature, which does nothing in vain, has equipped 
them with speech, which enables them to communicate 
moral concepts such as justice which are formative of the 
household and city-state.”  So, as the Anglican metaphysi-
cist poet John Donne put it two millennia later, ‘no man is 
an island’ . Aristotle continues: “The city-state is naturally 
prior to the individuals, because individuals cannot per-
form their natural functions apart from the city-state, since 
they are not self-sufficient.”   

SPUC promotes the importance of the civil right and duty 
to lobby elected representatives. Whatever the changing 
socio-political realities of modern Britain, one remains 
constant: the unborn are just as much subject to the laws of 
Parliament as we are and their lives can only be saved in 
large numbers if the law is changed.  Some people shy 
away from supporting political lobbying for changes in the 
law; but this battle must be fought.  Other areas of pro-life 
activity are vital, but not sufficient on their own.  Educa-
tion and caring work are essential elements of the pro-life 
response to abortion, but working in Parliament for just 
laws is essential too. 

In 1979 the late Pope John Paul II told Fr Paul Marx, 
founder of Human Life International: "You have lots of 
experience.  You must bring this pro-life, pro-family 
movement all over the earth; and if you do that, you will be 
doing the most important work on earth." Our Faith affirms 
that all life is good because it is a reflection of the good-

ness of God the Creator, and that the sanctity of human life 
is more urgent than its concern about social conditions, the 
environment or even peace among nations. To place the 
sanctity of life first and foremost is not to downgrade the 
other goods of life, such as happiness, justice and peace: 
"Life in time, in fact, is the fundamental condition, the 
initial stage and an integral part of the entire unified proc-
ess of human existence." (John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, 
‘The Gospel of Life’ , 1995) 

The best example of true ecumenical unity that I know is 
the pro-life movement, with Catholics, evangelicals and 
Muslims working effectively and harmoniously together in 
secular yet multi-faith organizations such as SPUC. This is 
not ecumenism in the false, modern sense which waters-
down the truth, but ecumenism in the true sense of greater 
closeness to Catholic truths, one of which is the inviolable 
sanctity of innocent human life.  

At the Last Gospel at Mass we hear that Christ "enlightens 
every man who comes into the world". Yet it is not simply 
through the enlightenment of faith that we are saved. As 
we pray in the prayer for the Conversion of England, we 
ask for a "faith fruitful in good works". “The most impor-
tant work on earth", the spreading of the Gospel of Life, 
falls by necessity particularly to the laity. We have been 
placed in this particular age particularly to fulfil the uni-
versal vocation to be pro-life. To abandon the pro-life fight 
out of impatience would be to shirk our historic duty to the 
unborn and the vulnerable. We have been born in the ‘cul-
ture of death’  to fulfil a mission to change it into a ‘culture 
of life’ .  

Fr Frank Pavone, founder of the US pro-life organisation 
Priests for Life, has written: "The pro-life cause is not sim-
ply a battle or a war. It is a vocation. A battle or war has a 
specific time frame, after which it is either ‘won’  or ‘ lost’ . 
[I]t is an aspect of the vocation to love one another. Loving 
other people, such as the preborn or infirm, is not some-
thing we do based on whether we are winning or losing, or 
on what year it is. It is, rather, a dimension of our very 
existence from day to day. We are to be faithful to it no 
matter what, and our joy and fulfillment spring from that 
fidelity." 

Our Lord called the 12 Apostles each by their name. In the 
case of Simon, our Lord even changed his name to reflect 
his new vocation to be the petrus, the rock upon which the 
Church would be built. Our Lord also calls us by name. 
We are not nameless pieces in a divine chess-match, but 
never-to-be-repeated individuals. It is believed that in 
Heaven each one of us will be given a new name, reserved 
for us by God from all eternity, which will reflect our indi-
vidual nature in a way that an earthly name cannot.  

Psalm 126 says: "Behold the inheritance of the Lord are 
children: the reward, the fruit of the womb. As arrows in 
the hand of the mighty, so the children of them that have 
been shaken. Blessed is the man that hath filled the desire 
with them; he shall not be confounded when he shall speak 
to his enemies in the gate." John Paul II said famously in 
the encyclical Familiaris Consortio: “ The future of hu-
manity passes by way of the family". The biblical injunc-
tion to “go forth and multiply”  is of particular significance 
today. Since 1970 Britain has suffered one-third fewer 



births, mostly due to abortion and contraception. The Pon-
tifical Council for the Family said in 1994: "One of the 
more serious consequences of the ageing of the population 
is the risk of damage to solidarity between generations. 
This could lead to real struggles between the generations 
for a share in economic resources. Perhaps discussions 
about euthanasia are not extraneous to these conflicting 
trends." We can do now better service to the future of hu-
manity by saving the unborn innocents from slaughter and 
by encouraging in different ways the growth of families. 
We can be sure that the Holy Family will thank us.  

Within the pro-life vocation many are called to specific 
witnesses. One very particular and noble pro-life vocation 
is that of the doctor. Catholic Dr Edmund Pellegrino has 
written: "Being a Christian physician demands much more 
than even the highest expressions of pagan medical moral-
ity” . Gianna Beretta Molla was an Italian paediatrician 
who died in 1962. A uterine tumour threatened both her 
and her unborn child. She put the child’s life above her 
own; she died but her daughter survived. The miraculous 
saving of two mothers in danger of death was attributed to 
Gianna’s intercession and she was beatified on Mother’s 
Day 1994 (the Year of the Family) and canonised in 2004. 
Another, more recent example, of a heroic pro-life doctor 
is Oscar Elias Biscet, who is currently in jail and report-
edly constantly tortured by the Cuban communist authori-
ties for denouncing as genocide the massive abortion rate 
in Cuba.  

In living out our pro-life vocation, we must be in the 
world, but not of the world (cf. Jn 17:16). Whatever 
threatens us in the pro-life cause, we must not be fearful. 
Christ is King over all mankind as both God and man 
whether His enemies like it or not, as He told Pilate: "You 
would not have power over Me at all if it had not been 
given to you from above." (Jn 19:11) In doing "the most 
important work on earth", how can we be fearful? Si Deus 
nobiscum, quis contra nos? If God be with us, who shall 
be against us? 

THANK GOD FOR THE SIOUX 

Life Site News 
reports (June 1, 
2006) that the 
tribal council 
of the Pine 
Ridge Indian 
Reservation of 
South Dakota 
has voted to 
completely ban 
abortion on the 

reserve, ending efforts by council president Cecelia Fire 
Thunder to establish an abortion clinic within tribal terri-
tory. The Oglala Sioux Tribal Council also voted to sus-
pend council president Fire Thunder, saying she solicited 
donations for an abortion clinic without the permission of 
the council.  Tribal council representative Will Peters, who 
made the motion to suspend Fire Thunder for 20 days until 
an impeachment hearing takes place, said the president’s 
actions amounted to unauthorized political activity. 

GREAT NEWS! A CONSERVATIVE AMERICAN 
ELECTED SUPIOR OF THE FSSP 

Fr. John Berg has just been elected Superior General of the 
Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter.  This is marvelous news. Fr. 
Berg is not only a walking encyclopedia of Catholic theol-
ogy and spirituality, but is a priest of uncommon wisdom, 
boundless energy, and great personal sanctity.  He is right-
fully credited with turning a hard-bitten, ragtag band of 
trads in Sacramento into the largest traditionalist commu-
nity in the United States.  He is also loyal to the Frater-
nity©s original charism and will be a formidable warrior for 
Tradition.  Deo gratias! 

THE DA VINCI CON 

The Da Vinci Code states that the Council of Nicea 
gave the human Jesus an “ upgrade”  by establishing 
Him as the “ Son of God.”  

Here, the Da Vinci Code does not even get the basic his-
torical facts straight!  The Council of Nicea was not about 
whether Jesus was the Son of God.  Jesus’  divinity was 
already an established Christian doctrine.  Nicea addressed 
the teachings of a priest named Arius.  Arius recognized 
Jesus as the Son of God, the first born of all creation, and 
the mediator through whom the Father created all things.  
Arius had no problem referring to Jesus as the “Son of 
God” .  He just didn’ t believe that Jesus was always the 
Son of God, and that got him into hot water.  Arius taught 
that there was a time when the Son did not exist, that God 
created the Son and then adopted Him. 

Compared to the Da Vinci Code, Arius is practically a 
Catholic.  For all the bishops at the Council and for Arius, 
Christ is vastly more than Dan Brown’s mere “mortal 
prophet.”   The quarrel at Nicea was never between those 
who saw Jesus as a mere man and those who saw him as 
divine.  It was between those who saw Him as a mighty 
supernatural creature second only to God (i.e. Arius and 
his party) and those who insisted that Jesus was God (i.e. 
orthodox Christian believers). 

Dan Brown, demonstrating fur ther  embarrassing igno-
rance, proceeds to state that the vote at Nicea establish-
ing Chr ist as the Son of God was a “ relatively close 
vote”  

There were at least 220 bishops at the Council of Nicea.  
Only two voted in favor of Arius’  position!  The rest voted 
against Arius, in favor of the belief that Jesus was fully 
divine and equal with the Father.  Therefore, at best, the 
vote at Nicea was 218 to 2.  If that was a close call, one 
can only speculate on what Dan Brown would regard as a 
clear majority – and it wasn’ t even a vote about whether 
Jesus was a mere “mortal prophet.”  

THE WISDOM OF G.K. CHESTERTON 

The madman is not the man who has lost his reason.  The 
madman is the man who has lost everything except his 
reason. 
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