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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
AYLESFORD – LMS Annual Pilgr image - Sat 8th Sept 
WALSINGHAM - LMS Annual Pilgr image – Sat 15th 
Sept 
PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 22nd to 29th October 2007 – 
Contact Maria Chang for details: 0208-673-4739 

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS: 
TE DOMINUM 
CONFITEMUR 

Apostolic Letter  
In the form of “ Motu Propr io”  
SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM 

It has always been the care of the Supreme Pontiffs until 
the present time, that the Church of Christ offer worthy 
worship to the Divine Majesty “ for the praise and glory 
of his name”  and “ for the good of all his Holy Church.”  

As from time immemorial so in the future the principle 
shall be respected “according to which each particular 
Church must be in accord with the universal Church not 
only regarding the doctrine of the faith and sacramental 
signs, but also as to the usages universally handed down 
by apostolic and unbroken tradition. These are to be 
maintained not only so that errors may be avoided, but 
also so that the faith may be passed on in its integrity, 

since the Church's rule of prayer (lex orandi) corre-
sponds to her rule of belief (lex credendi).”  

Among Pontiffs who have displayed such care there ex-
cels the name of Saint Gregory the Great, who saw to the 
transmission to the new peoples of Europe both of the 
Catholic faith and of the treasures of worship and culture 
accumulated by the Romans in preceding centuries. He 
gave instructions for the form of the Sacred Liturgy of 
both the Sacrifice of the Mass and of the Divine Office 
as was celebrated in the City. He made the greatest ef-
forts to foster monks and nuns, who militating under the 
Rule of St Benedict, in every place along with the proc-
lamation of the Gospel by their life likewise exemplified 
that most salutary expression of the Rule “ let nothing be 
given precedence over the work of God”  (ch. 43). In this 
way the sacred liturgy according to the Roman manner 
made fertile not only the faith and piety but also the cul-
ture of many peoples. Moreover it is evident that the 
Latin Liturgy in its various forms has stimulated in the 
spiritual life very many Saints in every century of the 
Christian age and strengthened in the virtue of religion 
so many peoples and made fertile their piety. 

However, in order that the Sacred Liturgy might more 
efficaciously absolve its task, several others among the 
Roman Pontiffs in the course of the centuries have 
brought to bear particular concern, among whom Saint 
Pius V is eminent, who with great pastoral zeal, at the 
exhortation of the Council of Trent, renewed the worship 
of the whole Church, ensuring the publishing of liturgical 
books amended and “restored according to the norm of 
the Fathers”  and put them into use in the Latin Church. 

It is clear that among the liturgical books of the Roman 
Rite the Roman Missal is eminent. It grew in the city of 
Rome and gradually down through the centuries took on 
forms which are very similar to those in vigor in recent 
generations. 

“ It was this same goal that as time passed the Roman 
Pontiffs pursued, adapting or establishing liturgical rites 
and books to new ages and then at the start of the present 
century undertaking a more ample restoration.”  It was in 
this manner that our Predecessors Clement VIII, Urban 
VIII, St Pius X , Benedict XV, Pius XII and the Blessed 
John XXIII acted. 

In more recent time, however, the Second Vatican Coun-
cil expressed the desire that with due respect and rever-
ence for divine worship it be restored and adapted to the 
needs of our age. Prompted by this desire, our Predeces-
sor the Supreme Pontiff Paul VI in 1970 approved for 
the Latin Church liturgical books restored and partly 
renewed, and that throughout the world translated into 
many vernacular languages, have been welcomed by the 
Bishops and by the priests and faithful. John Paul II re-
vised the third typical edition of the Roman Missal. Thus 
the Roman Pontiffs have acted so that “ this liturgical 
edifice, so to speak, …might once again appear splendid 
in its dignity and harmony.”  



However in some regions not a small number of the 
faithful have been and remain attached with such great 
love and affection to the previous liturgical forms, which 
had profoundly imbued their culture and spirit, that the 
Supreme Pontiff John Paul II, prompted by pastoral con-
cern for these faithful, in 1984 by means of a special 
Indult Quattuor abhinc annos, drawn up by the Congre-
gation for Divine Worship, granted the faculty to use the 
Roman Missal published by John XXIII in 1962; while 
in 1988 John Paul II once again, by means of the Motu 
Proprio Ecclesia Dei, exhorted the Bishops to make wide 
and generous use of this faculty in favor of all the faith-
ful requesting it. 

Having pondered at length the pressing requests of these 
faithful to our Predecessor John Paul II, having also 
heard the Fathers of the Consistory of Cardinals held on 
23 March 2006, having pondered all things, invoked the 
Holy Spirit and placed our confidence in the help of 
God, by this present Apostolic Letter we DECREE the 
following. 

Art. 1. The Roman Missal promulgated by Paul VI is to 
be regarded as the ordinary expression of the law of 
prayer (lex orandi) of the Catholic Church of Latin Rite, 
while the Roman Missal promulgated by St Pius V and 
published again by Blessed John XXIII as the extraordi-
nary expression of the law of prayer (lex orandi) and on 
account of its venerable and ancient use let it enjoy due 
honor. These two expressions of the law of prayer (lex 
orandi) of the Church in no way lead to a division in the 
law of prayer (lex orandi) of the Church, for they are two 
uses of the one Roman Rite. 

Hence it is licit to celebrate the Sacrifice of the Mass in 
accordance with the typical edition of the Roman Missal 
promulgated by Blessed John XXIII in 1962 and never 
abrogated, as the extraordinary form of the Liturgy of the 
Church. The conditions laid down by the previous docu-
ments Quattuor abhinc annos and Ecclesia Dei for the 
use of this Missal are replaced by what follows: 

Art. 2. In Masses celebrated without the people, any 
priest of Latin rite, whether secular or religious, can use 
the Roman Missal published by Pope Blessed John 
XXIII in 1962 or the Roman Missal promulgated by the 
Supreme Pontiff Paul VI in 1970, on any day except in 
the Sacred Triduum. For celebration in accordance with 
one or the other Missal, a priest does not require any 
permission, neither from the Apostolic See nor his own 
Ordinary. 

Art. 3. If Communities or Institutes of Consecrated Life 
or Societies of Apostolic Life of either pontifical or di-
ocesan rite desire to have a celebration of Holy Mass in 
accordance with the edition of the Roman Missal prom-
ulgated in 1962 in the conventual or “community”  cele-
bration in their own oratories, this is allowed.  If an indi-
vidual community or the entire Institute or Society wants 
to have such celebrations often or habitually or perma-
nently, the matter is to be decided by the Major Superi-
ors according to the norm of law and the particular laws 
and statutes. 

Art. 4. With due observance of law, even Christ’s faith-
ful who spontaneously request it, may be admitted to 
celebrations of Holy Mass mentioned in art. 2 above. 

Art. 5, § 1. In parishes where a group of faithful attached 
to the previous liturgical tradition exists stably, let the 
pastor willingly accede to their requests for the celebra-
tion of the Holy Mass according to the rite of the Roman 
Missal published in 1962. Let him see to it that the good 
of these faithful be harmoniously reconciled with ordi-
nary pastoral care of the parish, under the governance of 
the Bishop according to canon 392, avoiding discord and 
fostering the unity of the whole Church. 

§ 2. Celebration according to the Missal of Blessed John 
XXIII can take place on weekdays, while on Sundays 
and on feast days there may be one such celebration. 

§ 3. Let the pastor permit celebrations in this extraordi-
nary form for faithful or priests who request it, even in 
particular circumstances such as weddings, funerals or 
occasional celebrations, for example pilgrimages. 

§ 4. Priests using the Missal of Blessed John XXIII must 
be worthy and not impeded by law. 

§ 5. In churches, which are neither parochial nor conven-
tual, it is the Rector of the church who grants the above-
mentioned permission. 

Art. 6. In Masses celebrated with the people according to 
the Missal of Blessed John XXIII, the Readings can be 
proclaimed even in the vernacular, using editions that 
have received the recognitio of the Apostolic See. 

Art. 7. Where some group of lay faithful, mentioned in 
art. 5§1 does not obtain what it requests from the pastor, 
it should inform the diocesan Bishop of the fact. The 
Bishop is earnestly requested to grant their desire. If he 
cannot provide for this kind of celebration, let the matter 
be referred to the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei. 

Art. 8. A Bishop who desires to make provision for re-
quests of lay faithful of this kind, but is for various rea-
sons prevented from doing so, may refer the matter to the 
Pontifical Commission “Ecclesia Dei” , which should 
give him advice and help. 

Art. 9, § 1. Likewise a pastor may, all things duly con-
sidered, grant permission to use the older ritual in admin-
istering the Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, Penance 
and the Anointing of the Sick, as the good of souls may 
suggest. 

§ 2. Ordinaries are granted the faculty to celebrate the 
sacrament of Confirmation using the former Roman Pon-
tifical, as the good of souls may suggest. 

§ 3. It is lawful for clerics in holy orders to use even the 
Roman Breviary promulgated by Blessed John XXIII in 
1962. 

Art 10. It is lawful for the local Ordinary, if he judges it 
opportune, to erect a personal parish according to the 
norm of canon 518 for celebrations according to the 
older form of the Roman rite or appoint a rector or chap-
lain, with due observance of the requirements of law. 

Art. 11. The Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei, 
erected in 1988 by John Paul II, continues to carry out its 
function. This Commission is to have the form, duties 



and norm for action that the Roman Pontiff may wish to 
assign to it. 

Art. 12. The same Commission, in addition to the facul-
ties it already enjoys, will exercise the authority of the 
Holy See by maintaining vigilance over the observance 
and application of these dispositions. 

Whatever is decreed by Us by means of this Motu Pro-
prio, we order to be firm and ratified and to be observed 
as of 14 September this year, the feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross, all things to the contrary notwith-
standing. 

Given at Rome, at St Peter’s, on 7 July in the Year of 
Our Lord 2007, the Third of Our Pontificate. 

BENEDICT XVI 
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From: The Heresy of Formlessness  - Mar tin Mosebach 

“…scholars are always concerned only about the histori-
cal side of the substance of faith and of the forms of de-
votion.  If, however, we think correctly and historically, 
we realize that what is an expression of veneration in one 
period can be an expression of blasphemy in another.  If 
people who have been kneeling for a thousand years 
suddenly get to their feet, they do not think, “We’re do-
ing this like the early Christians, who stood for the con-
secration” ; they are not aware of returning to some par-
ticularly authentic form of worship.  They simply get up, 
brush the dust from their trouser-legs and say to them-
selves: “So it wasn’ t such a serious business after all.”   
Everything that takes place in celebrations of this kind 
implies the same thing: “ It wasn’ t all that serious after 
all.”   In such circumstances, anthropologically speaking, 
it is quite impossible for faith in the presence of Christ in 
the Sacrament to have any deeper spiritual significance, 
even if the Church continues to proclaim it and even if 
the participants of such celebrations go so far as to af-
firm it explicitly.”  
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Abr idged and adapted by Graham Moorhouse from an ar ticle by 

Michael Matt published in the Remnant (NB Tom Windsor  has 
copies of the Remnant available for  purchase). 

The Pilgrimage to Chartres is an ancient tradition, hav-
ing been walked by popes, kings and queens (including 
Louis IX and Mary Queen of Scots), great French writers 

such as Charles Peguy, and Saints such as St. Bernard, 
St. Joan of Arc, St. Anselm, St. Vincent de Paul, Louis 
Martin, Francis de Sales and countless others, and last 
but not least by many members of St Bede’s traditional 
community. 

Vatican ll nearly killed it off, but twenty-five years ago, 
a small band of French traditionalists re-established the 
Pilgrimage.  Barred at the doors of Chartres Cathedral, 
they had to celebrate the traditional Mass in the town 
square.  Thus began the restoration of what was one of 
the last annual pilgrimages in Europe.  Much has been 
written about Chartres, but the Pilgrimage must be ex-
perienced to be understood. 

It begins on the day before Pentecost when thousands of 
traditional Catholics from the USA, Russia, Australia, 
Ireland, Canada, the UK, Germany, Norway, Sweden, 
Spain and so many other countries join their French 
brothers and sisters at dawn beneath the spires of Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Paris.  Three days later it ends in the 
city of Chartres, as well over ten thousand dust-covered 
traditionalists complete the challenging march and kiss 
the stones of the ancient Cathedral of Notre Dame de 
Chartres.  Much of what happens in between defies de-
scription. 

The two Pentecost pilgrimages - the one organized by 
Notre-Dame de Chrétienté and the other organized by 
the SSPX - are the most important annual events happen-
ing anywhere in the world today, but you won’ t find a 
single mention in the secular media. 

It is a living, breathing act of Faith, augmented by Catho-
lic militancy and old-world charm.  Just imagine: three 
days with no talking heads from the Christophobic left, 
no blah, blah, blah, three days without the sex, sewage 
and din of the modern world that insulate modern men 
from any contemplation of the four last things.  The road 
to Chartres exists in the real world, where the pilgrim 
remembers what it is like to feel completely alive, both 
in body and soul.  It is for God that the pilgrims march, 
for God and Catholic restoration. 

Why do thousands of Catholics from all over the world 
make the journey back to France every spring?  Because 
their hearts are heavy, their peers have apostatized, their 
families are divided, their countries are dying and their 
Faith is under relentless siege ... the Pilgrimage provides 
salve for their wounded souls. 

It rained this year on the road to Chartres; it rained, 
sleeted and some even saw a snowflake or two.  For 
hours we walked through a sea of mud ankle deep, yet, 
incredibly, spirits soared!  Chapters upon chapters of 
pilgrims passed bustling with song and prayer and happy 
conversation throughout the three days.  

Yes, Europe is in the process of banishing the old Faith 
from her shores!  She’s busy legalizing every conceiv-
able human depravity, butchering her babies, euthanizing 
her elderly, destroying the Christian family and the sac-
rament of matrimony.  And, yet, in the midst of all this 
putrefaction, over the hill comes a jubilant band of thou-
sands upon thousands of Catholic pilgrims from every 
corner of the globe, marching six abreast, in a column 
stretching from horizon to horizon, announcing to the 



whole world that the old Faith is still alive and in rude 
and hearty good health. 

For three days, even secular France can’ t ignore this 
strange and wonderful pilgrim parade, flanked by count-
less priests in muddied cassocks and purple stoles, the all 
but forgotten keepers of Europe’s broken altars.  
Throngs of scouts lovingly carry statues of Our Lady on 
their shoulders; banners of the saints are raised high for 
all to see; pilgrims sing forgotten hymns, renew broken 
vows, and celebrate Mass in the Rite of their forefathers, 
saints and martyrs.  The Pilgrimage to Chartres is a fire 
in the darkness that covers modern Europe. 

Sunday, after the sun had long since set, the fire became 
literal when a bonfire crackled in the centre of the field 
where hundreds of tents had been pitched for the night.  
Its flames licked the darkness ten feet in the air, trans-
forming the faces of countless pilgrims in a flickering, 
reddish glow.  Their boots were caked with dried mud; 
white bandages identified the walking wounded.  They 
wore traditional scout scarves around their necks; their 
flags and banners, emblazoned with images of the Sacred 
Heart and Our Lady, snapped in the breeze overhead.  

 “Je vous salue, Marie”  (“Hail Mary…”) the rugged 
company sang in rousing harmony over and over again.  
A couple of monks in the traditional habit of the Bene-
dictines led the pilgrim chorus.  Suspended high on a 
wooden cross a young scout played the part of the Cruci-
fied.  What one saw was a raw manifestation of faith and 
tradition that was so Catholic to the very core that it sent 
shivers down one’s spine. 

Then the pilgrim voices grew silent, as that band of thou-
sands turned towards the opposite side of the field and 
knelt down.  The drama has ended, but one final act is 
yet to be played out.  Nearby, there is a small chapel tent 
that is lit from within by a single candle, a sanctuary 
lamp.  God Himself has been waiting in the wings. 

Absolute silence reigns as a priest emerges from that 
makeshift Holy of Holies.  Without a word, he raises the 
Blessed Sacrament and traces the Sign of the Cross over 
a sea of kneeling pilgrims.  All eyes are locked on the 
monstrance in humble worship; a mass Sign of the Cross 
is made in the windblown silence. 

This is what the Revolution has labored 500 years to 
obliterate from the face of the earth.  It’s not just the 
Mass of Ages … it’s the very Faith itself, whole and en-
tire, which includes the hallowed customs of the most 
transcendent cultural heritage the world has ever known. 

There are few present who appeared to be much over 
twenty years old..  This is a children’s crusade…only 
without the folly.  The future belongs to them.  The 
Revolution has failed.  The promise for the future is 
breath-taking. 

Michael Matt, the American chapter leader, recorded 
that tears burned in his eyes as he absorbed the full ex-
tent of that joyful realization and that he could not re-
member being more proud to be a Catholic.  “ It was”  he 
wrote “one of the most beautiful manifestations of Faith 
one will ever see.”  

One young lady, who had been to World Youth Day, was 
asked how that compared to Chartres, her response was 
potent: “ Notre-Dame de Chrétienté should organize 
that, too.  Maybe then it would be as Catholic as this!  It 
will take time to absorb what I’ ve seen here. But I’ ll 
never forget it.”  
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Mark, recounts the institution of the Eucharist -- how 
Jesus said to his disciples, gathered for the Seder:  
"Take, this is my body" -- not "represents”  notice, not 
"memorializes", but "IS"!  A little later, He says:  "This 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many.”   -- Again, "IS".  

As the wonderful Prayer of St. John Chrysostom says: "I 
believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God, who came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am the first. I also believe that 
this is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly Your 
precious Blood. Therefore, I pray You to have mercy 
upon me, and forgive my sins, voluntary and involuntary, 
in word and deed, known and unknown.  And make me 
worthy without condemnation to partake of Your pure 
Mysteries for the forgiveness of sins and for life eternal. 
Amen."  

Let us pray that all those who call themselves Christian 
will realize the reality and actuality of His presence, and 
bring themselves back to Him...  
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Traditionalists are often accused by modernists and neo-
Catholics of being judgmental.  The obvious retort is to 
point out that by accusing you of being judgmental, they 
are being … well “ judgmental” ! 
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“ Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on Octo-
ber 24th in the church.  Thus ends a long friendship that 
began in their school days.”  
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"I agree with the realistic Irishman who said he preferred 
to prophesy after the event." - ILN, 10/7/16  

Editor : Graham Moorhouse, 118 Shepherds Lane, DARTFORD, 
DA1 2NN.  Tel: 01322 409231  Email graham@cathud.com 


