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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Fr iday December  1st – 7:00pm The Christmas fair in St 
Bede’s School Hall.  It continues on Saturday 2nd at 
2:00pm.  The Traditional Community has a stall at the 
fair and we would be grateful for any religious or de-
votional items. 

NB There will be no First Fr iday Mass in the evening 
because of the Chr istmas Fair . 

Saturday December  2nd at 11.30am Traditional Confir-
mations in the Old Rite at St. James Church, Spanish 
Place, London. 

Sunday December  17th – Gaudete Sunday – Special Sun-
day at St Bede’s 

Chr istmas (traditional Masses at St Bedes) 9pm 
Christmas Eve, 1st Mass of Christmas and 10:45am 
Christmas day. 

REASONS FOR ATTENDING THE TRADITIONAL 
RITE 

Our liturgy is essentially about adoration.  The Mass facing 
the people is largely incapable of expressing this.  “There 
is a danger” , said Cardinal Ratzinger, “when the communi-
tarian character tends to transform the assembly into a 
closed circle.  It is necessary to react with all one’s strength 
against the idea of an autonomous and self sufficient com-
munity: the community must not enter into dialogue with 
itself; it is a collective force turned towards the coming 
Lord” . (The Ratzinger Report) 

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 

By Stephen Smith 

I was privileged to accompany the fifth annual Latin Mass 
Society pilgrimage to Rome together with 33 other laity 
and chaplains Father Andrew Southwell from St Bedes and 
Father Anton Guziel from the Birmingham Archdiocese.  

Holy Mass was sung each day except the Saturday Mass in 
St. Peters with the venues for these Masses including three 
of the principal Roman basilicas: St Paul-Outside-The-
Walls, St Maria Maggiore and St Peters. Ours was the first 
English-speaking group mentioned at the Wednesday papal 
audience after our total omission last year.  

We were encouraged by the support of 10 seminarians 
from the North American College (where Father Southwell 
sang our Sunday Mass on the Feast of Christ the King) 
including Albert Marcelo of the diocese of Providence, 

Rhode Island who gave us comprehensive tours of both St 
Peter’s Basilica and Santa Maria Sopra Minerve, titular 
church of the Archbishop of Westminster.  

On Thursday we journeyed to Orvieto Cathedral, the site of 
a corporal stained with the blood of Christ that had flowed 
from the host elevated by a Bohemian priest who doubted 
the Real Presence and in honour of which Pope Urban IV 
had instituted the feast of Corpus Christi, formerly a holy-
day of obligation that English-speaking Catholics can only 
celebrate in future by attending the old rite.. 

For the first time on the LMS pilgrimage were two pilgrims 
of primary school age and a young married couple born 
after the introduction of the Novus Ordo which they at-
tended exclusively before discovering the traditional Mass.  
This is extremely encouraging for the future growth of Tra-
dition in this country and hopefully we will be joined by 
the growing numbers of young traditional Catholic families 
raising their children exclusively around the traditional 
liturgy.  

One negative aspect of our pilgrimage was the extent to 
which the Roman holy places have become mere tourist 
attractions rather than houses of prayer.  Nowhere was this 
nauseating irreverence better exemplified than in the Pan-
theon where the stewards were content to let the tourists 
chatter away in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
whilst admonishing us for entering this ancient Catholic 
Church singing the Credo. 

Unfortunately the traditional Mass movement still has ene-
mies in Rome as illustrated by the continued prohibition of 
the old rite in the Pope’s own basilica of St John Lateran 
and an incident in the sacristy at St Peters’  Basilica on Sat-
urday when a sacristan was overheard directing a new rite 
celebrant towards the Hungarian chapel simultaneously 
assigned to our group for the old rite.  This apparent ruse 
that thankfully failed is a salutary warning of the battles 
that lie ahead with or without the much-vaunted universal 
indult. 

Happily such machinations were absent from our convent 
guest house as the (predominantly young) nuns rapturously 
welcomed the old rite when Father Anton sung the Mass of 
Christ the King for them on Sunday morning. We all ap-
preciated their gracious hospitality as we found our Roman 
pilgrimage an uplifting experience in bearing eloquent wit-
ness to our traditional Catholic Faith. 

Maria Chang led our group with her usual phlegmatic effi-
ciency which made the week an enjoyable and uplifting 
experience in fabulous company and an excellent opportu-
nity to bear witness to the truths of our traditional Catholic 
faith. 

A JOURNEY TOWARDS CHRISTMAS 

By: Fr  Andrew Southwell 

This newsletter introduces us to the beginning of advent 
and leads us into the Christmas season.  What does Advent 
mean?  It comes from the Latin Adventus Domini which 
means the coming of the Lord.  Advent is a time of prepa-
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ration for Christmas!  Amidst all the material preparations 
that we make for this great celebration, do we take time to 
turn to Our Lord and prepare spiritually for His coming at 
Christmas so that we can truly welcome Him into the home 
of our hearts? 

Mother Church sets the scene, the vestments are purple, a 
symbol of penance, although I always feel that purple takes 
on a less harsh shade than it does during Lent.  There are 
no flowers in the sanctuary and no organ except to accom-
pany the chant.  The advent wreath made from evergreen 
with four candles mounted upon it is placed in the sanctu-
ary, one candle being lit on each of the four Sundays of 
Advent.  This represents the coming of Christ, the Light of 
the World. 

The first Sunday of Advent is called Stir-up Sunday, tak-
ings its name from the collect at mass that begins “Stir-up 
we beseech the O Lord ….”   It was on this day that every-
one took a turn at stirring the Christmas pudding; a case of 
the liturgy influencing popular customs. 

As we go through Advent we meet wonderful and familiar 
saints, like St Nicholas of Bari whose feast we keep on the 
6th December.  In some European countries this feast is 
kept with great celebration.  It is a day on which children 
receive presents, and in some monastic boarding schools, 
especially in the Middle Ages, it was the day when one of 
the boys was elected the boy bishop.  The chosen boy 
vested as a bishop with mitre and crozier and officiated at 
the divine office.  When I was a student in Louvain in Bel-
gium I found three mandarin oranges and three gingerbread 
men in my place in the monastic refectory.  The oranges 
symbolized the three bags of gold which St Nicolas gave to 
a poor man to save his daughters being sold into prostitu-
tion, and the three gingerbread men represented the three 
boys who were saved from being boiled in oil.  St Nicholas 
was a fourth century bishop of Myra in Asia Minor.  He 
was present at the First Council of Nicea, the great council 
which defined the true divinity of Christ.  The biographer 
of St Nicholas, Archimandrite Michael, writes that St 
Nicholas received his dignity from Christ’s own sublime 
nature just as the morning star receives it brilliance from 
the rising sun.  In other words St Nicholas was a living 
imitation of our Blessed Lord.  This is what we should be 
trying to become this Advent season, so that at Christmas 
we too can profess whole heartedly the true divinity of the 
Christ child that gives meaning to our celebration. 

On the 13th December we celebrate the feast of St Lucy 
whose name radiates light in these the shortest days of the 
winter.  St Lucy was a virgin martyr who endured much 
torture before having her throat pierced with a sword.  In 
northern countries it is traditional for young girls to wear 
crowns of lighted candles.  Again this idea of light over-
coming darkness points us in the direction of Him who is 
the Light of the World, our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 

Mid Advent Sunday, known as Gaudate or rejoicing Sun-
day, brings a respite from our Advent observance.  The 
vestments are rose, flowers are placed in the sanctuary and 
the organ is played. 

On the 17th December we arrive at the great O Antiphons 
for the Magnificat of second vespers.  These O Antiphons 
take us up to Christmas eve and are seven in number: O 

Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai, O Radix Jesse (O Root 
Jesse), O Clavis David (O Key of David), O Oriens (O Day 
Spring), O Rex Gentium (O King of the Gentiles) and O 
Emmanuel.  These texts from the Old Testament point to 
Him who is to come into our world.  In cathedrals and 
monasteries these vespers are celebrated with greater so-
lemnity.  The officiant and cantors wear copes and incense 
is used at the magnificat.  Many monasteries celebrate the 
first great O Aniphon, O Sapientia, with mulled wine, 
sweets and nuts as a foretaste of Christmas. 

As the liturgy of Advent unfolds three figures come to the 
fore to form a triptych, on the left panel is St John the Bap-
tist, the prophet, the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord” .  Notice he is the voice, he is 
not the Word.  He is a voice for the Word made Flesh, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  A voice without a word has no meaning 
and therefore St John the Baptist’s life had no meaning 
without Our Lord.  How much we have to learn from him 
in this season? 

One the right of the triptych stands Our Blessed lady, the 
Mother of God.  We celebrate her Immaculate Conception 
on the 8th December remembering that from the moment of 
her conception she was preserved from Original Sin.  There 
never was a time when Our Blessed Lady was not at one 
with God.  It was her “ fiat”  that by God’s grace and the 
decent of the Holy Ghost brought about the incarnation of 
the Son of God who took flesh in her womb.  As St 
Augustine tells us, “She who bore the Word of God in her 
womb first of all bore Him in her heart.”   Our Blessed 
Lady, we are told, “Pondered all these things in her heart.”  
as the shepherds and the kings came to adore the Christ 
child.  We too would do well during this season to ponder 
these great mysteries of our faith so that with our Blessed 
Lady we might whole heartedly say “ fiat” , let it be done to 
me according to thy word.  Perhaps we might also ponder 
her words at the wedding feast of Cana when she tells us, 
“Do whatever He tells you.”  

We live in a society that is trying to play down the religious 
significance of this celebration, the heart of which is the 
central character of our triptych, Our Blessed Lord, the Son 
of God, the Second Person of the Divine Trinity.  Some 
city councils go so far as to change the name to Winter 
Festival under the pretext of not offending ethnic minori-
ties.  In a recent addition of the Telegraph, the Muslims in 
fact said, “Leave Christmas alone, it is religious festival.”   
Christmas will only remain a religious festival if we renew 
our faith in the coming of the Son of God into our world, 
for it is this that in a disturbed world gives hope and mean-
ing to our celebrations. 

A BIG WELCOME TO JOHN 

By Fr  Andrew Southwell 

On the 20th October 
2006 I had the privi-
lege of receiving into 
the Catholic Church 
John Simmons. 

After John had been 
received and 

conditionally baptized he made his first confession before 
the Mass at which he made his first Holy Communion.  
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John had been a Baptist and a member of the Anglican 
Communion before converting to the Catholic faith.  His 
reception into the Catholic Church was the culmination of 
many months of instruction.  John has been a member of 
the St Bede’s choir for some time so it was fitting that the 
Capella Ave Marie Stella should provide the music for the 
Mass.  It was pleasing to see so many of our regular con-
gregation at the Mass. 

A Champagne reception was held afterwards at which all 
wished John Ad multos annos.  We now look forward to 
John’s confirmation in the traditional rite at St James Span-
ish Place on the 2nd December. 

ALL SAINTS FAMILY DAY AT ST. BEDE©S 

By: Vreni Windsor  

The 12 o©clock 
Mass on All 
Saints day was 
attended by 
about 25 
children dressed 
up as different 
saints.  They 
created their 

own costumes and looked absolutely stunning.  After the 
Mass we all had a shared lunch in the club. 

Monsignor White, who had been a Prefect Apostolic in 
Africa, came down to greet the saints individually.  After 
lunch, Fr. Andrew told us about Monsignor White©s mis-
sion and about a martyr saint that he had received into the 
church.  He also told us about the Child Jesus of Prague.  
Father then told us about different places in Rome he had 
visited.  He explained that the Pantheon was once a pagan 
temple that had been given to the Christians by the first 
Christian emperor, Constantine.  It was then transformed 
into an enormous church and lots of relics from many mar-
tyrs were brought there.  All Saints was originally the feast 
of the dedication of this church "Mary and the martyrs". 

After that, all the Children introduced the Saint they were 
dressed up as and told us something about their lives.  The 
Saints present were very different.  We had our Lady, the 
Angle Gabriel, St. Therese of Lisieux, St Lucy, St Elisa-
beth of Hungary, St Maria Goretti, St Catherine of Siena, 
St Martha, St Vincent Ferrer, St. George, St. Joan of Arc, 
St. Helena, a number of Chinese Saints, who most of us 
had never heard about before, and more. 

From all these stories we learned how important it is to 
stand up for our faith and to pray for the conversion of 
those people who are not kind to us.  There have been 
saints from all sorts of backgrounds and times and from all 
parts of the world; many we may never hear about.  We all 
are called to follow in their footsteps and become saints 
ourselves. 

Fr. Andrew then handed every child an image of The Child 
Jesus of Prague.  We must thank all the mothers, fathers 
and children for their efforts in researching the saints and 
dressing up, and also for all the lovely food, and a special 
thank you to Fr. Andrew and Mrs Pfang who organized the 
day. 

WHAT©S HE GOING TO DO...AND WHY? 

Extracted from an ar ticle by Michael J. Matt (Editor , The Remnant) 

Vatican watchers are buzzing about yet another November 
surprise: Pope Benedict XVI is reportedly set to release a 
motu proprio that will more fully restore the traditional 
Mass throughout the world.  Perhaps the late Michael Da-
vies’  predictions weren’ t far off.  Is “Cardinal Ratzinger”  
preparing to make the serious move in Tradition’s favour 
that Michael insisted would come? 

The Pope’s proposed indult has already given rise to plenty 
of anxiety for liberals.  The French bishops, for example, 
are not happy. A good number of them have vehemently 
protested the plan already, and more dissent is anticipated 
in the days ahead. “This could create grave difficulties, 
especially for those who have remained loyal to Vatican II.  
We risk creating a front of sadness, discouragement and 
disappointment with the Holy See.  The liturgy is just the 
tip of the iceberg,”  Bishop Robert Le Gall of Toulouse 
complained. 

An October 31st Reuters report by Tom Heneghan suggests 
that the French uproar is having a ripple effect: “Church 
leaders in Belgium and Germany have also grumbled, say-
ing demand for the old Tridentine Mass in Latin was mini-
mal and warning the traditionalists could use it as a wedge 
to smuggle more divisive issues into the world’s largest 
church.”   

Not surprisingly, the Pope’s initiative is sending our old 
friend from Brussels, Cardinal Godfried Danneels, into 
apoplexy.  The radical left-winger told Reuters the “Triden-
tine Latin rite is only the locomotive – the issue is the car-
riages that are pulled behind it.  Behind this locomotive are 
carriages that I don’ t want.”  

If we are to judge the merits of Pope Benedict’s proposed 
indult by those who oppose it, traditionalists may well be in 
for a pleasant surprise.  Nevertheless, the strident reaction 
has a certain foreboding undertone that recalls to mind the 
prophetic words of little Jacinta of Fatima: “The Holy Fa-
ther will have much to suffer.”  

[Recent information suggests that the French Bishops at 
their conference in Lourdes are open to working with the 
Holy Father in restoring the Society of St Pius X to their 
rightful place within the Church – Fr A.S.] 

THE WISDOM OF G.K. CHESTERTON 

It is of the new things that men tire - of fashions and pro-
posals and improvements and change. It is the old things 
that startle and intoxicate. It is the old things that are 
young. 

PROMOTE OUR NEXT SPECIAL SUNDAY 

I f you have a window, gatepost, tree, fence or  similar , 
on which you can display the poster  over  and help 
promote the next Special Sunday, please do so.  You 
can protect it from the elements by encasing it in cling 
film. 

Editor : Graham Moorhouse, 118 Shepherds Lane, DARTFORD, 
DA1 2NN.  Tel: 01322 409231.  Email graham@cathud.com 
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Please join us 

 
Sung Mass 

I n the Classical  Roman Ri te 

Sung by Capel la Ave Mar is Stel la 
under the di rection of  Miss Jul ie Robinson 

Gaudete Sunday  
Sunday 17th December 2006 at 10:45 AM. 
Victoria’s Missa O Magnum Mysterium 

Motets: O Magnum Mysterium & Ave maria (ascr.) 

Enjoy this beautiful sacred music within the 
setting for  which it was composed 

Confessions available during Mass 
Families and children welcome 

St Bede’ s Cathol ic Church 
58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 0LF. 

By Underground: Clapham South.  By Rail: Streatham Hill. 
The following buses serve the area: 45, 57, 137, 255 & 417 


