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 “ The true fr iends of the people are neither  revolutionar ies nor  innovators, but men of tradition”  – Pope St Pius X 
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THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - 8th December – High Mass at 
11am in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark.  This is the 1st 
Traditional Mass in our Cathedral since the changes follow-
ing the Council and it is imperative that people do their ut-
most to be present.  Hopefully this will be the first of many, 
but that depends on a good turnout.  Be there and witness the 
very stones weep for joy. 

ADVENT VESPERS AND BENEDICTION – Each Sun-
day at 5pm 
IST MASS OF CHRISTMAS – (Sung) - Monday 24th at 
9pm 
CHRISTMAS DAY – Sung Mass – 10:45am 
ST STEPHEN’S DAY – 26th Dec. – Low Mass at 10:45pm 
NEW YEAR’S EVE – Monday 31st Dec – Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament and adoration from 10:30pm.  11:45pm 
Benediction and Te Deum.   Sung Mass at midnight 
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By: Steven Onyango 

 

Our hearts fill with joy to be considered part of your family of 
Traditionalists.  We are Elizabeth and Stephen Onyango with 
Maria (13), Anne (12), David (8), James (6) and Michael (1).  
[Michael, not Stephen, is the one who snores at Mass - Ed].  
We are presently living in Bromley, but originate from Kenya. 

Our children go to a Catholic school but we have become 
increasingly concerned about some of the things they recount 
to us.  One of our girl’ s was given a homework project to find 
out about vampires!  Fortunately, our objection was sympa-
thetically received and she was able to hand in a piece on 
angels instead.  Other difficulties involved Our Lady’s Brown 
Scapular being deemed a Health and Safety hazard and the 
Holy Rosary worn about the boy’s neck adjudged to be jew-
elry - there have also been other issues. 

We are still very new to the traditionalist family and are find-
ing our feet.  We would be very glad for any guidance that 
will assist us to participate more fully.  We are aware of how 
weak and very much inclined to sin we are, and from this 
prospective any help or suggestion that will increase our faith 

and devotion to the hidden God in the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment will be especially welcome. 

It is a great relief and joy to be counted in your family and 
pray that we may be of some service to you all.  We can never 
sufficiently thank Our Blessed Mother for leading us to tradi-
tion.  We offer our prayers and penances for our fellow 
Catholics that they too may receive the grace that we have 
been so gratuitously granted to find their way home to tradi-
tion.  They are all Our Lady’s children.  Thank you all, and 
please keep us in your prayers always as we always have you 
in ours. 

[The seeds of tradition were sown in Stephen’s heart by his 
mother back in Kenya.  She would often speak longingly to 
Stephen about the beauty and reverence of the old rite.  
Stephen particularly remembers her talking of how the priest 
would not part his thumbs and forefingers after touching the 
sacred host because he was in such holy awe of our Lord’s 
sacred body. 

The family attended the Novus Ordo in Bromley, but their 
custom of bravely insisting on kneeing to receiving our 
Blessed Lord on the tongue drew them to the attention of 
Mary (Fred, our altar server’s, wife).  She past them a LMS 
leaflet; the rest as they say is history. 

Steven is a very quotable man.  When I asked him what had 
brought him to tradition, he responded, “The need to pray.”   
This he felt had become near impossible within the Novus 
Ordo.  On another occasion, he was asked why he was look-
ing so miserable after Mass; his response, “Well, I have just 
learnt that my sins have killed a man.”   There’s no answer to 
that is there? - Ed] 

OUR COMMUNITY JUST GOT LARGER 
Ian’s Conversion Story in his Own Words 

Almost two years ago now I was 
introduced to the Traditional Catholic 
Rite when I began to attend Church 
with my girlfriend and her family 
(©The Grimers©).  It really is extremely 
hard to pinpoint reasons for 
converting to the Catholic faith, 
especially when so many factors go 
into taking such a decision; I would 
say however that the Traditional 
Sacrifice of the Mass was an 
extremely influential factor, I found 
and still find the experience of 
attending the Sacrifice of the Mass 
extremely moving.   From my very 

first attendance at the Traditional Mass nearly two years ago, I 
have grown in my love of Our Lord and of the faith and I look 
forward to my journey ahead in union with the Catholic 
Church. 

I will be eternally grateful to Fr. Andrew for his fantastic in-
struction in the truths of the Catholic Faith, and also to the 
Grimer Family for both introducing me to the Faith and for 
their assistance in getting me here today as a Received and 
Confirmed Catholic.   
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By: Geraldine Windsor  (Photo by: Alber t L inton). 

 

Matthew James Alexander was born on the feast of the Moth-
erhood of the B.V. Mary (11th October), and his arrival has 
been a true blessing - a second perfect baby.  Both Mum and 
Matthew are doing well.  Gabriel is not quite sure and has a 
love-hate relationship to this new intruder.  It is truly wonder-
ful to see our family growing.  Matthew was baptised and 
consecrated to Our Lady on the 4th November by Fr. Andrew. 
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I hope that we all make the most of the Advent season prepar-
ing for the great feast of Christmas, so that Christ our Saviour 
will be at the heart of our celebrations over the festive season.  
Every blessing and good wish for Christmas and the New 
Year.  

Fr  Andrew 
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For the 24th time, 
Catholics took to the 
streets of London to 
proclaim their devotion 
to the Mother of God 
during the Rosary 
Crusade of Reparation.  
Nearly two thousand 
faithful thronged the 
route from Westminster 
Cathedral to Brompton 
Oratory as the four foot 
high statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima, blessed by 
Pope Pius XII, was 
carried in a manner fit 
for a queen. 

Traffic was brought to a 
halt in Victoria Street, 
Sloane Street and along 

the Brompton Road by the Metropolitan Police Service to 
make way for the Queen of Heaven and her army of follow-
ers.  Hearkening back to bygone days when mighty Catholic 
processions brought towns and villages to a halt, the Rosary 
Crusade proclaimed the Faith in the heart of London. 

This year’s procession fittingly coincided with the 90th anni-
versary of the final appearance of Our Lady at Fatima where 
she worked the Miracle of the Sun. 

At the Oratory, Fr Ronald Creighton-Jobe, Spiritual Director 
of the Crusade, welcomed the huge congregation before lead-
ing them in prayers and hymns to Our Lady. This was fol-
lowed by Solemn Benediction, in Latin.  Finally, as the priests 
and servers made their way to the sacristy, the Crusade ended 
with the rousing Faber hymn, so appropriate in Faber’s 
church, “Faith of Our Fathers.”  
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With acknowledgement to Michael Kelly, Deputy Editor, the I rish 
Catholic. 

Three Church of Ireland parishes have asked to be received 
into full communion with the Catholic Church The Irish 
Catholic newspaper reported.  The parishes, in counties 
Down, Tyrone and Laois are members of the ©traditional rite© 
within the Protestant Church of Ireland. 

The Irish Catholic newspaper has learnt that the members of 
these parishes, along with traditional Anglicans from twelve 
other countries, have signed a letter to the Vatican seeking 
"full, corporate, sacramental union" with the Catholic Church 
under the authority of the Pope. The dramatic move would see 
the entire parish communities received into the Catholic 
Church.  While only a few hundred Anglicans in Ireland will 
be affected, the move, if approved by the Vatican, would see 
400,000 Anglicans worldwide admitted into the Catholic 
Church, the paper reports. 

The traditional rite of the Church of Ireland emerged in 1991 
after the House of Bishops of the Church of Ireland decided 
to start ordaining women.  Traditionalist Anglicans decried 
the move as a "defiance of both Scripture and Tradition." 

A spokesman for the traditional rite confirmed that the mem-
bers of the traditional rite of the Church of Ireland did hope to 
be received into "full communion with the See of Rome".  A 
decision was made at a plenary meeting of the Traditional 
Anglican Communion (TAC), the umbrella organisation for 
traditional Anglicans, to petition Rome for such a move ear-
lier this month.  According to a statement from the TAC "the 
bishops and vicars-general unanimously agreed to the text of a 
letter to the See of Rome seeking full, corporate, sacramental 
union.  "The letter was signed solemnly by all the College and 
entrusted to the Primate and two bishops chosen by the Col-
lege to be presented to the Holy See," the statement added.  A 
spokesman said "the letter was cordially received at the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.  "The Primate of the 
TAC has agreed that no member of the College will give in-
terviews until the Holy See has considered the letter and re-
sponded," he said. 

It is rare for entire Anglican communities to seek corporate 
communion with the Catholic Church whereby every member 
of the parish becomes Catholic and the parish effectively be-
comes part of the Catholic Church. There have been a number 
of high-profile individual conversions. Most recently, Anita 
Henderson, wife of the Church of Ireland Bishop of Killala 
was received in to the Catholic Church in a private ceremony 
in Ballina, Co Mayo. 

In the US, the so-called ©pastoral provision© allow Catholic 
bishops to establish ©Anglican Use Catholic parishes©, which 
use a liturgy adapted from Anglicanism. However, the par-



ishes are in full communion with the Holy See and accept all 
Catholic teachings. 
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L ifeNews.com -- A doctor is coming under fire for having the 
temerity to suggest to women considering an abortion that 
they should rethink their decision in light of the medical and 
mental health problems they cause.  Now officials who moni-
tor doctors are investigating her practice.  

Dr. Tammie Downes, a family physician, says at least eight 
women are grateful to her after she told them they should 
reconsider their abortion decisions. They have given birth to 
children they adore.  Nevertheless, Downes is under investiga-
tion by the General Medical Council for allegedly violating 
the nation©s guidelines on handling abortion.  According to the 
Daily Mail newspaper, Dr. Downes could be removed from 
the official registered of licensed physicians and lose her job 
if the GMC decides to discipline her fully. 

Ironically, the complaint GMC has against Downes doesn©t 
come from a former patient, but came after a May interview 
she granted to the Daily Mail in which she described how she 
urged women considering an abortion to keep their baby in-
stead.  Downes told the newspaper she never tries to strong-
arm anyone into a decision against having an abortion.  "I give 
them the facts and allow them space to think through the deci-
sion that they are making," she said. "It has to be the mother©s 
choice. I have no right to make that choice for them. But I do 
think it is my duty as a doctor to help a woman make that 
choice."  Downes, who has been a medical doctor for 12 
years, added, "People talk about being pro-choice as being 
pro-abortion, but I like to think I am pro an informed choice, 
which many women don©t always make." 

The physician is also coming under fire from Dr. Evan Harris, 
a Liberal Democrat and an extreme pro-abortion and pro-
euthanasia MP.  "By her own admission this doctor tries to 
persuade patients to go in one direction only and boasts of her 
©success© in a national newspaper," Harris told the Daily Mail.  
Harris is said to be ready to lead a fight in parliament to ex-
pand legalized abortion by allowing nurses to do abortions 
unsupervised by physicians. 


 � � � � � �� � � � �	 � � � 
� 	 �

Hello.  I hope you, and all the St. Bede©s faithful, are well.  I 
can©t tell you how much Maria and I enjoy receiving this 
newsletter.  It is fantastic.  I can imagine how much effort you 
all put into it, and I want you to know it is sincerely appreci-
ated on this side of the Atlantic.  Best regards, Matt Reilly 
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By: Graham Moorhouse 

Liberals often seek to mendaciously argue that the old Mass 
originated after the Council of Trent, which is why it is called 
“Tridentine” .  This is of course untrue: Trent merely codified 
the existing rite, removing recent accretions. 

Yet others argue that it goes back to one of the early popes, St 
Gregory the Great being a favorite.  This too is untrue; St 
Gregory also merely codified what had been handed down to 
him. 

To get a handle on the antiquity of the classical rite I will tell 
you a true story:  a young secular Jewess (we will call her 
“Rachael”  for the purpose of this true story- unfortunately, 
I’ ve forgotten her real name) converted to Christianity some-

time in the sixties.  Unfortunately it was the muscular Protes-
tant brand of Christianity.  Rachael was so taken by her new 
religion that she immediately trained as a missionary and went 
to South America to save all those ignorant Catholics for 
Christ.  

Meanwhile back at the shop her brother, David, was flirting 
with Catholicism.  This was as you can well imagine a cause 
of enormous concern for Rachael.  Nonetheless, when she 
was on home leave, her brother managed to persuade her to 
accompany him to Mass. 

After the Mass, Rachael relates that David said to her, “What 
do you think Rachael?  Wasn’ t it wonderful?”   Rachel records 
that she was in such a state of shock she was unable initially 
to respond.  When she did recover her voice she exclaimed, 
“Wonderful David?  That was awful!  That was not a Chris-
tian service.  That was a synagogue service!”  

I find it extremely moving to learn that, unlike the Novus 
Ordo that was fabricated in the sixties by a committee to ac-
commodate the shallow spirit of that decade, Christ and His 
apostles would have been familiar and comfortable with the 
“scaffolding”  of the Church’s ancient rites. 

A similar story could be told about Gregorian chant.  The 
famous Jesuit, Fr Fasio, records that he asked a Jewish rabbi 
what sort of music was played in synagogues.  The rabbi re-
sponded, “That’s easy - it is very similar to your Gregorian 
chant.”   So Christ would not only have been comfortable with 
our rite, he would also be familiar with our music. 

The book of Revelations refers to priests, robes, candles, 
choirs, incense, etc.  Was St John having a vision of some 
papal high Mass taking place in St Peter’s fifteen hundred 
years in the future, or was he alluding to liturgies with which 
he was himself familiar?  Just ask yourself which is the more 
probable. 

All this nails the oft repeated modernist lie that the early 
Christians had no formal liturgy, but merely sat round the 
kitchen table sharing a meal. 
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O teach all those whose candles shine, 
for light and grace athirst, 

with cheerful flame before thy shrine, 
to fill the back row first 
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Our scouts and guides are saving aluminium cans, bottles and 
other items to be recycled.  The proceeds will be used for 
crippling children. 
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"When we step into the family, by the act of being born, we 
do step into a world which is incalculable, into a world which 
has its own strange laws, into a world which could do without 
us, into a world we have not made.  In other words, when we 
step into the family we step into a fairy-tale." - Heretics, CW, 
I, p.143  
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I f you have a window, gatepost, tree, fence or  similar , on 
which you can display the poster  over  and help promote 
the next Special Sunday, please do so.  You can protect it 
from the elements by encasing it in cling film. 



Please join us 

 
Sung Mass 

I n the Classical  Roman Ri te 
Sung by Cantores Missae, a professional  choi r 

under the di rection of  Charles Finch 

1st Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 2nd December 2007 at 10:45 AM. 

Missa Aeterna Christi munera 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

Offertory motet: Canite tuba  -  Francisco Guerrero; Communion motet; O 
sacrum convivium - William Byrd; Prayer for the Queen; Alma redemptoris 

mater - Palestrina 

Enjoy this beautiful sacred music within the 
setting for  which it was composed 

Confessions available during Mass 
Families and children welcome 

St Bede’ s Cathol ic Church 
58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 0LF 

By Underground: Clapham South.  By Rail: Streatham Hill 
The following buses serve the area: 45, 57, 137, 255 & 417 


