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ATTENDANCE AT ST BEDE'S TRADITIONAL MASS |

The Catholic Church in England and Wales has bednkéng at an average rate of approximately 30,800ls a year
since 1969. It is especially pleasing thereforsde the attendance at St Bede’s traditional Massligy growing (71%
growth over the last eight months). Keep up thedgeork. We can break through the glass ceilingGff at Mass. A
willingness to move out of one’s comfort zone andé open and invite people, supported by prageallithat is re-

quired.
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NINE FIRST FRIDAYS DEVOTION TO
THE SACRED HEART
From the writings of St Margaret Mary:

"On Friday during Holy Communion, He said these

words to His unworthy slave, if | mistake not: bprise

you in the excessive mercy of my Heart that its all

powerful love will grant to all those who receiveli
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Communion on nine first Fridays of consecutive
months the grace of final repentance; they will diat
under my displeasure or without receiving theirraac
ments, my divine Heart making itself their assured
uge at the last moment."

With regard to this promise it may be remarked: (1)
that our Lord required Communion to be receivedaon



particular day chosen by Him; (2) that the nined&ys
must be consecutive; (3) that they must be made in
honor of His Sacred Heart, which means that thdse w
make the nine Fridays must practice the devotiah an
must have a great love for our Lord; (4) that oord.
does not say that those who make the nine Friddlys w
be dispensed from any of their obligations or frexa
ercising the vigilance necessary to lead a goaddifd
overcome temptation; rather He implicitly promises
abundant graces to those who make the nine Fritays
help them to carry out these obligations and persev
to the end; (5) that perseverance in receiving Holy
Communion for nine consecutive First Fridays helps
the faithful to acquire the habit of frequent Conmnu
ion, which our Lord eagerly desires; and (6) thad t
practice of the nine Fridays is very pleasing to loard
since He promises such great reward, and that all
Catholics should endeavor to make the nine Fridays.

CORPUS CHRISTI - "WALKING WITH THE
LORD"

Last Sunday St Bede's held its now annual Corpus
Christi Procession, which began at St Bernadette's
School. Those carrying the beautifully embroidered
canopy over the Blessed Sacrament wore tuniclele whi
the celebrant, deacon and subdeacon wore vestiments
cloth of silver, heavily embroidered with gold baii.

Six altar servers accompanied the Blessed Sacrament
carrying lighted lanterns, while the arrival of Quord

was heralded by bell ringers, and two thurifersuesd
that there was lots ahcense flowing from their thuri-
bles as a symbol of our prayers and adoration.

A number of this year's First Holy Communion chil-
dren, dressed in their Communion outfits, processed
front of the Blessed Sacrament. Many of the girlsvs
rose petals in the path of Our Lord. The procesdion
cross was carried by Mr Richard Luzar, who provided
the canopy and the vestments for the day, the proce
sional cross itself coming from Rouen Cathedral. He
was accompanied by two of our Boy Scouts in full un
form. The rest of the Scouts took part in the Pseimm
carrying their flags, including the Papal Flag.wés
good to see representatives among the congregation
from our own Catholic Mothers (who provided a splen
did tea afterwards) and members of the Traditional

Catholic Family Alliance and National Associatioh o
Catholic Families.

The hymn singing was accompanied by two trumpeters
and a drummer, adding to the solemnity of the occa-
sion. The Procession stopped at two altars en ratite
which Benediction was given. It was wonderful t@ se
many of the people kneeling as the Benediction was
imparted to us all. The final Benediction was given

St Bede's Church, the altar having been festoontd w
flowers and candles and a special throne erectgi/¢o
honour to Our Blessed Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
of the Altar. Benediction ended with the rousingrimy
Faith of Our Fathers.

In the words of St Thomas Aquinas, we had indeed
"dared to do as much as we ought". It was sad, how-
ever, that many more people did not show up fos thi
great act of witness to our belief in the real pres of
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, but we pray that
what Pope Benedict XVI calls "walking with the Lord
will bring many graces and blessings to our parish
community.

BRAIN-DEAD MOTHER LIVES
FOR UNBORN CHILD
By Julia Duin - THE WASHINGTON TIMES

On the second floor of the Virginia Hospital Ceniter
Arlington, a 26-year-old woman is battling for deli
The life is not hers--- on May 7, Susan Torresirbra
suddenly ceased to function, to the horror of hes-h
band, Jason Torres, and the medics who rushectito th
Alexandria home to try to save her.

Mrs. Torres is now brain-dead as a result of a ivass
brain hemorrhage that overtook her that night. &be
has cancer. The life everyone is trying to saubas of
an unborn child, now in its 20th week of gestatikin.
Torres says he thinks it's a girl.

"We're battling around whether to name her or niog,"
says, stroking his wife's still arms as she lieshm in-

tensive-care unit (ICU). Doctors had told him theses

no hope, medically, for his wife to recover. Bueyh
could keep her alive for the child.

"So | decided we'd try," he said. "I think Susan
would've walked through hell to give that child a
chance."

In a room right by the ICU nurses' station, Mrsrrés
lies silent, hooked up to food and oxygen tubes. He
blond hair is spread out on a pillow, and pink gneen
blankets cover her. A rosary is wrapped arounddfer
hand. A scapular is tied around her right wrist.

"Fortunately, a lot of friends are saying a lotpo@yers
for her,” says her physician, Arlington internist.D
Chris McManus, also a Catholic.

"We're doing her breathing for her, and her hesstiil
good. The focus is on taking care of any infectitimat
come up. T here's a lot of bridges to cross with he
But with technology, we can keep the body aliveowH
long, we cannot say."



Religious paintings and icons are scattered abloait t
room. Next to the window are two reclining chairs
which Mr. Torres spends the night. He spends about
12 hours at his wife's side, then goes home foeva f
hours to see the couple's 2-year-old son, Peter.

"He knows she's not around,” Mr. Torres says. $He'
too young to come into the room. Either he wouldn’
recognize her, or he'd recognize her, and that'd be
worse. It'd upset him terribly."

If the cancer does not spread rapidly, there's hdhe

if it becomes especially virulent, it can shut doMrs.
Torres' body or enter the womb. Or cause a spentan
ous abortion. The cancer cannot be treated witlara
tion because the treatment would kill the childheT
earliest doctors think the child can survive owsitle
womb is 25 weeks, which is mid-July.

"You have to do things, [where] you don't know the
effect on the child, to keep the body alive," Morfies
says. "They were giving her blood-pressure medicin
to raise her blood pressure, but they've stoppedvit
because the child could go through cardiac arrest.

"There's no assurance we'll get to 25 weeks. Thaoe
assurance after she's born that she'll survivet tiBei
ultrasounds and sonograms show a normal pregnancy.
The kid seems pretty feisty. During the first sgiraon,

the kid was moving its arms and legs as if to agf

the heck out of here.""

Catholic doctrine emphasizes doing everything fbssi

to save the life of the unborn as well as the mothea
Italian doctor, Gianna Beretta Molla, who died 962

at the age of 39 after refusing treatment for aariawn

cyst because it would harm her unborn daughter, was
declared a saint last year.

"There's never been anything like this at the hakpi

Mr. Torres says. "There are cases of women who are
brain-dead giving birth; there are cases of someone
with cancer giving birth, but never both."

The night of May 7, Mrs. Torres was not feeling lwel
Her husband brought her dinner in bed, then propped
up the pillows behind her. "I'm sorry for beingcbu
trouble," she told him.

"No problem," he said. "This is what husbands do."
Suddenly, she slumped over. By the time an ambalanc
got her to the hospital, she had no brain function.

The situation is depressing, Mr. Torres says. "Hae
bad news for a while," he says. "And | just geedir
All this stuff about closure and acceptance is cré|s
just a choice you make to put one foot in frontthod
other."

"I'l be nursing a premature child and a 2-year-sdoh
alone," says Mr. Torres, 26.

His woes are magnified by $300,000 to $400,000 in
bills not covered by his insurance from his woBome

money has been donated through a Web site,
www.susantorresfund.org, and through the Torres'

church, St. Rita's Catholic Church in Alexandriét
costs $8,500 per day to keep Mrs. Torres alive,thad
medical bill ultimately may reach $1 million.

The couple married May 11, 2002, after having nset a
students at the University of Dallas. He was Cathol
and one of seven children. She was not. But en th
night she converted in 2001, he proposed. They mar
ried in 2002, Peter was born in June 2003 and by th
end of February, Mrs. Torres knew she was pregaant
second time.

"We hope to get her to 27 weeks minimum," the docto
says. "At that point, we'll have to decide whetht&r
better to eke out another week in the ICU or trgés
liver the baby. Thirty weeks would be better, b w
don't know how long we'll have."

EMAIL AND THE FOUR LAST THINGS |

A Minneapolis couple, in the course of a particiylar
harsh winter, decided to fly down to Florida to@np

few days sunshine in the hotel where they had spent
their honeymoon some fifty years ago. Because of
business commitments, the husband flew down on the
Thursday; and his wife planned to join him the dali

ing day.

The husband decided to send an email from the hwtel
inform his wife that he had arrived safely. Howeve
mistyped her email address.

Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had just

returned home from her husband's funeral, a Baptist
preacher whom she was confident had been promoted
unto glory. She slipped away from the reception to

check her email for messages of condolence.

She reading the first message, screamed and fairited
read:

To: My Loving Wife

Subject: I've Arrived

I know you'll be surprised to hear from me, butythe
have computers down here now and you are allowgd to
send emails. I've just arrived and have been @tkck
in.

| see that everything has been prepared for yoivahr
tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you then!

Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was.

Love: Your devoted husband

PS Sure is blooming hot down here!

| PROMOTE OUR NEXT SPECIAL SUNDAY

If you have a window, gate post, tree, fence or
similar, on which you can display the poster over
and help promote the next Special Sunday, please
do so. You can protect it from the elements by en-
casing it in cling film.



Sung Mass

In the Classical Roman Rite

Professional choir under the direction of
Adrian Taylor

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday 10th July 2005 at 10:45 AM.

Ave Maris Stella by Victoria

Enjoy this beautiful work of art
within the setting for which it
was composed

Confessions available during Mass
(NB There is usually a French speaking priest aldd.)

Families and children welcome

St Bede’s Catholic Church
58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 OLK

By Underground: Clapham South. By Rail: StreathamHill
The following buses serve the area: 45,57, 13B2& 417




