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Newsletter  (June 2006 - No 16) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

25/06/06 Next Special Sunday Mass at 10:45 am fol-
lowed by Corpus Christi procession starting at 3 pm 

Sunday 30th July to Sunday 6th August 2006 - ST 
CATHERINE’S TRUST SUMMER SCHOOL 2006 

REASONS FOR ATTENDING THE OLD RITE 

Because the New Mass does not manifest faith in the 
Real Presence of our Blessed Lord in the obvious and 
explicit way that the traditional Mass does. 

TWO FIRST COMMUNIONS 

Fr  Andrew Southwell 

On the 31st April I 
had the privilege 
of administering 
first Holy Com-
munion to Mary 
McCall and Maria 
Jones.  The event 
was attended by 
family and friends 
who swelled the 
congregation, giv-
ing us almost a full 
church. 

The music was 
particularly festive 
being Mozart’s 

Missa Bren’s in D sung by the Cantores Missae under the 
direction of Mr Charles Finch.  Both Mary’s brother Cor-
mack, and Maria’s brother Victor, served in the sanctu-
ary for the Mass. 

CORPUS CHRISTI  PROCESSION 

On the 25th June we will have our annual Corpus Christi 
procession.   This begins at La Retraite School and con-
tinues through the streets to St Bede’s church stopping at 
two altars on route for Benediction. 

Do support this important event in honour of the Blessed 
Sacrament and giving witness to the Real Presence of 
Our Blessed Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

This is probably the most impressive Corpus Christi pro-
cession in the country.  If you come to the 10:45 am 
Mass, why not bring a packed lunch and stay on for the 
procession at 3:00 pm? 

A SAD FAREWELL TO FR THOMAS CREAN O.P. 

Sadly, we bid farewell to Fr Thomas Crean, O.P. who 
returns to his Priory in Leicester at the end of June.  Fr 
Thomas has given invaluable service to the traditional 
community since last September and has also helped in 

many different ways within the parish.  We assure him of 
our prayers and ask him to remember us in his. 

Fr Thomas will offer his last Sunday Mass at St Bede’s 
on June 25th, which will also be our Special Sunday for 
June, so do please do all you can to attend this Holy 
Mass. 

A SAD FARWELL TO THE McCALLS 

This photo 
was taken on 
Mary©s Com-
munion Day 
(after her 
party).  It was 
a Jane Austen 
Pride and 
Prejudice 
theme hence 
the costumes. 

By: Fr  Andrew 
Southwell 

On the 10th of 
May we said a 
very sad fare-
well to Brian and Marie-Ellena and their five children; 
Cormack, Mary, Thomas, Joseph and Michael. 

The McCall’s came to England seven years ago and first 
settled in Wimbledon.  Through Marie-Ellena’s sister 
(now a religious sister in the States) the McCall’s were 
introduced to Fr Basden.  When they learned of St 
Bede’s with its traditional Mass every day, they sold-up 
and moved into the parish. 

From the moment they arrived they threw themselves 
into the life of the traditional community: giving enor-
mous support to me, Fr Armand and Fr Carr, as well as 
welcoming into their home the resident priests here and 
many a priest who was passing through. 

Both Brian and Marie-Ellena helped to found the Tradi-
tional Catholic Family Alliance with Patrick and Colette 
Oliver.  This group now has events for families in differ-
ent parts of the country. 

Brain was the co-ordinator of the Holy Family Academy 
at St Bede’s and with Marie-Ellena organised a number 
of events for families.  Brian also made a great contribu-
tion to the Holy Family Academy days by giving excel-
lent talks on the liturgy, some of which have been pub-
lished in this newsletter. 

During their four and a half years in this parish the 
McCall’s had three more children; Thomas, Joseph and 
Michael (Cormack and Mary having been born in the 
States).  It has been my privilege to have baptised all 
three children. 



Cormack made his first Holy Communion with some 
other Traditional Catholic Family Alliance children at St 
Edmond’s, Ware and became a regular server here at St 
Bede’s.  The last great family occasion here was Mary’s 
first Holy Communion on the 30th April.  Mary wore an 
outfit that was modelled on the First Communion dress 
of St Therese of Lisieux.  After the first Holy Commun-
ion, a party was held at their home and enjoyed by many 
of their friends. 

Our loss will indeed be Oklahoma’s gain.  Let us pray for 
this wonderful family as we thank them for all they have 
given to our community.  Let us pray that other families 
like them will come and help us build a strong and thriv-
ing traditional community here at St Bede’s. 

THE TRADS JUST KEEP COMING 

 

Christy Jude was born to Gillian at 7:56 am on the 29th 
March.  Brothers Mathew and Joseph were overjoyed as 
was Anthony, their dad.  Christy was baptised by Fr An-
drew on Sunday 23rd April. 

ST BEDE’S - 100 YEARS OLD 

Fr  Chr istopher  Basden 

The 27th of April marked the 100th Anniversary of the 
opening of St. Bede©s for public worship in 1906.  A 
hundred years ago this Diocese was abundantly blessed 
by the generosity of Miss Frances Ellis who donated 
Hyde House (now the Presbytery; No. 58) in 1903.  For a 
few years our Presbytery was a sort of Preparatory Semi-
nary for boys and in 1906 they joined the Junior Semi-
nary then at Wonersh.  Fr. Michael Hanlon had the 
Church built, courtesy of Frances Ellis in that same year.  
A hundred years later the successor of Archbishops 
Bourne and Amigo, the Most Revd. Kevin McDonald, 
came to preside at the anniversary.  He recalled the Beck 
family who produced three vocations, a Sister of La Re-
traite, a diocesan priest and an Augustinian of the As-
sumption who became Archbishop Beck of Liverpool.  
His Grace talked of how the transmission of the faith 
which was at the heart of our celebration had become a 
difficulty in these days.  He marvelled at the amazing 
diversity of national origins and Masses within the parish 
and commented specifically on the Spanish Mass for 
Latin Americans and the Traditional Latin Mass. 

The centenary marked a complete overhauling of our 
Church thanks to the generosity of Jean Cullinan who 
had converted from Anglicanism in 1990 and had in re-

cent years come to our 10.45am Mass.  The entire 
Church was rewired, re-floored, revamped and re-
decorated; Senan and Kevin Greenway (Parish builders) 
with their family and friends co-ordinated the work.  Ja-
mie Tyldesley and family (of the Latin Mass Commu-
nity) were responsible for art and design, including the 
new altar rails and the beautifully enhanced sanctuary.  A 
number of parishioners have bought the new Stations. 

The Centenary evening was characterised by a real spirit 
of joy.  The Church was packed with parishioners and 
former parishioners who had returned for the occasion.  
The sacred ministers were clothed in a new High Mass 
set of white and gold vestments made in Poland courtesy 
of Luzar & Co.  Servers in red contrasted with the Span-
ish nuns in black and white and people of every colour!  
Charles Finch and Co. led the singing with Mozart©s 
Missa Brevis in D.  Julian Gavin, an internationally well 
known tenor sang the Panis Angelicus and Daren Lane, 
our organist, excelled himself accompanied by two won-
derful trumpeters.  Yvonne Windsor whose family lived 
in this parish in the past, represented the 10.45am Com-
munity in the intercessions. 

[Fr Christopher concluded by causing a little frisson of 
amusement by announcing a football match against the 
SSPX!  That’s the sort of ecumenism many traditionalists 
can get behind - Ed].  A superb bun-fight rounded off the 
evening.  Fr. James Clark of Gravesend commented "the 
music and the liturgy were truly heavenly; a rare glimpse 
of what is to come." 

PENTECOST 

On the great feast of the coming of the Holy Ghost on 
Our Lady and the Apostles, let us recall the seven gifts 
and twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost: 

The seven gifts: wisdom, understanding, counsel, forti-
tude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. 

The twelve fruits: Charity, joy, peace, patience, benig-
nity, goodness, long-suffering, mildness, faith, modesty, 
continency and chastity 

HOW THE SAINTS SAID MASS 

St Romuald, from the Lives of the Saints by Rev. Alban 
Butler: It was his desire, whenever he could conveniently 
avoid it, not to say Mass before a number of people, be-
cause he could not refrain from tears in offering that au-
gust sacrifice. 

ST CATHERINE’S TRUST SUMMER SCHOOL 
2006 

Following the success of last year’s Summer School, 
which attracted some forty pupils from around the coun-
try and abroad, St Catherine’s Trust will hold its 2006 
Summer School from Sunday 30th July to Sunday 6th 
August 2006, at Ardingly College near Haywards Heath 
in Sussex. The school is for 11–18 year olds (boys and 
girls), and aims to support Catholic families in the educa-
tion of their children in the Catholic Faith.  In an educa-
tional environment increasingly hostile to the Faith, both 
home-schooled and conventionally educated Catholic 



children can benefit from a week’s genuinely Catholic 
school environment.  Focusing on the humanities, stu-
dents will have an opportunity to reflect on our great 
Catholic heritage of literature and art, on the role of the 
Church in history, and on Catholic philosophy. 

The school day will be framed by the Traditional Mass in 
the morning and Sung Compline in the evening.  Stu-
dents will benefit from a program of catechesis, and there 
will be daily Rosary.  The academic aspects of the week 
will be balanced by singing, sport, recreation and crea-
tive activities, and outings.  At present, an outing to the 
shrine at East Grinstead is planned.  In the evenings, 
there will be talks from visiting speakers, or an opportu-
nity to see some Catholic films. 

Our schools are intended to be residential, although any-
one living very close could attend during the day only.  
Full board will be provided.  Ardingly College is a beau-
tiful location, and has ample classrooms, comfortable 
accommodation, good food, and a large chapel well 
suited to the traditional liturgy. 

This year we will be joined by seventeen volunteer staff, 
including all of last year’s staff, to provide the widest 
possible range of subjects to be taught in the smallest 
possible groups. 

Arrival: 4.30pm, Sunday 31st July, followed by Sung 
Mass at 5.30, which parents and others are welcome to 
attend. Departure: from 12.30pm, Sunday 6th August, 
after Sung Mass, or after lunch, to which parents may 
come. 

The deadline for  applications is 15th June.  The 
School is being generously sponsored by our benefactors. 
We would recommend a donation from participating 
families according to their means. 

For more information please contact Dr John Tennant, 
c/o St Bede’s Presbytery, tel. 07913 481014, email 
info@stcatherinestrust.org. An application form can also 
be downloaded from www.stcatherinestrust.org. 

THE WISDOM OF G.K. CHESTERTON 

Many clever men like you have trusted to civilization - 
many clever Babylonians, many clever Egyptians, many 
clever men at the end of Rome.  Can you tell me, in a 
world that is flagrant with the failures of civilization, 
what there is particularly immortal about yours? 

ST CATHERINE’S TRUST 
FAMILY RETREAT - LENT 2006 

At the beginning of Passiontide 2006, St Catherine’s 
Trust organised its first Family Retreat.  The retreat giver 
was our Chaplain, Fr Andrew Southwell, and the Retreat, 
held at Ardingly College near Haywards Heath in West 
Sussex, attracted families, married couples and individu-
als from all over England, Wales and Scotland. There 
were about one hundred participants, including fifty-one 
children. 

The Retreat started with Sung Traditional Rite Mass on 
the evening of Friday 31st March and concluded after 
lunch on Sunday 2nd April, Passion Sunday. Each day 

included Sung Mass and the Rosary, with Sung Compline 
each night.  On the Saturday evening we had Solemn 
Vespers and Benediction. 

The Retreat was designed to enable parents to attend 
accompanied by their children, although adults not ac-
companied by children were also welcome.  The generos-
ity of the Trust’s sponsors made it possible for children 
to accompany their parents free of charge, and the flexi-
ble accommodation included many multi-occupancy and 
adjoining rooms.  The practical aspects of the Retreat ran 
very smoothly, thanks to the very helpful and efficient 
staff of the College, and our own tireless volunteers. 

In order to make it possible for the adults to attend the 
retreat conferences, a number of talks and other activities 
were organised for the children.  As well as talks from Fr 
Southwell, the children heard talks from Mr Alexander 
McKay of Edinburgh and from Mr Antony Ozimic, a 
parishioner of St Bede’s and Political Secretary of the 
Society for the Protection of Unborn Children.  The latter 
also gave a talk to the adults.  St Catherine’s Trust volun-
teers supervised crafts and outdoor activities for the chil-
dren. One of the highlights of the retreat was an outdoor 
Stations of the Cross, led by Fr Southwell, in which the 
younger children took turns to display pictures of each 
Station, which they had themselves prepared.  

The theme of the Retreat was “Preparation for Easter” , 
and Fr Southwell gave a series of spiritual conferences to 
the adults and children, focusing on the Mysteries of the 
Rosary.  Fr Hugh Thwaites very generously spent most 
of the Saturday hearing confessions, and Fr Southwell 
also heard confessions when he was free. 

Mass each day was sung with full ceremonies, well sup-
ported by a large number of adult and child altar servers. 
There was also a small liturgical schola, in cassock and 
cotta, led by Dr John Tennant, which sang the Mass 
Propers, and led the Ordinaries, to a very high standard. 
On the Sunday a group of retreatants sang prepared 
polyphonic motets at the Offertory and Communion.  

It is hoped that this Retreat will become an annual event. 
Next year’s Retreat is planned for 13th–15th April 2007 
(Easter Friday to Low Sunday). For more information 
please contact Dr John Tennant, c/o St Bede’s Presby-
tery, or telephone 07913 481014. 

ERRATUM 

The May Newsletter referred to the child sacrifices of the 
Incas.  Whilst the Incas were into child sacrifice, in the 
context of the article, it should have referred to the Az-
tecs.  The Incas came from Peru, the Aztecs from Mexico 
– Mea Culpa - Ed. 

PROMOTE OUR NEXT SPECIAL SUNDAY 

I f you have a window, gatepost, tree, fence or  similar , 
on which you can display the poster  over  and help 
promote the next Special Sunday, please do so.  You 
can protect it from the elements by encasing it in 
cling film. 

Editor : Graham Moorhouse, 118 Shepherds Lane, DARTFORD, 
DA1 2NN.  Tel: 01322 409231  Email graham@cathud.com 



Please join us 

 
Sung Mass 

I n the Classical  Roman Ri te 

Sung by Capel la Ave Mar is Stel la 
under the di rection of  Miss Jul ie Robinson 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday 25 June 2006 at 10:45 AM. 

Palestrina’s – Missa Lauda Sion 
(Motets: Lauda Sion and Sicut Cervus) 

Enjoy this beautiful sacred music within 
the setting for  which it was composed 

Confessions available during Mass 
Families and children welcome 
St Bede’ s Cathol ic Church 

58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 0LF 
By Underground: Clapham South.  By Rail: Streatham Hill 
The following buses serve the area: 45, 57, 137, 255 & 417 


