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DATESFOR YOUR DIARY

AGM OF THE LM S 11:00am 9" June in Westminster
Cathedral Hall followed by High Mass at 2:00pm.

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION St Bede's 3pm 24th
June starting at St Bernadette’ s school. Bring a picnic,
this can be enjoyed in the grounds of the convent, to
bridge the gap between the end of Mass and the start of the
procession.

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 12 noon Saturday 14"
July — Sung Mass.

SUMMER SCHOOL : Sunday 29th July to Sunday 5th
August, at Ardingly College.

AYLESFORD — LM S Annual Pilgrimage - Sat 8" Sept

WALSINGHAM - LM S Annual Pilgrimage — Sat 15"
Sept

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 22™to 29" October 2007 —
Contact Maria Chang for details. 0208-673-4739

REASONS FOR ATTENDING THE TRADITIONAL
RITE

From: The Heresy of Formlessness - Martin Mosebach

“In the earliest Christian times Basil the Great, one of the
Eastern Church Fathers, taught that the liturgy was revela-
tion, like Holy Scripture itself, and should never be inter-
fered with. And so it was, until the pontificate of Paul VI.
Naturally this attitude did not prevent essential modifica-
tions, but such changes as occurred took place organically,
unconscioudly, unintentionally, and without a theological
plan. They grew out of the practice of liturgy, just as a
landscape is altered over centuries by wind and water. In
the ancient world, if a ruler broke a tradition he was re-
garded as having committed an act of tyrannis.”

OUR COMMUNITY JUST GOT LARGER
Katrina’'s Conversion Story in her Own Words

| grew up believing in God,;
my mother thought
Christianity provided a
good moral framework to
bring your children up
against and that Jesus was a
good example to follow,
and so despite not being a
believer herself she had
both- my sister and |
baptized and we attended
the local Methodist church
most Sundays.

Over time we all became preoccupied with other things and
drifted away from attending. | learnt about other religions
at Secondary school and as a teenager struggled to dea
with the existence of evil in the world, and actively rejected
God and became quite hostile towards Christianity.

Over time though my bitterness dissolved and realizing my
atheism had been based on my emotions, | decided | simply
was unsure whether God existed and so settled with being
agnostic. | still had strong biases against Christianity

though and became attracted to New Age ideas, Hinduism
and Buddhism — anything that wasn’t monotheistic.

It was to remain this way until | walked the Camino de
Santiago in the summer of 2004, which | did not for reli-
gious reasons but because | liked Spain, walking and
needed some time out. During my pilgrimage | ended up
meeting five monks who only celebrated the Latin Mass
and were critical of Vatican Il. Through many in-depth
conversations with the priest in their party, my prejudices
against Christianity became challenged, along with my lazy
agnosticism and | agreed to seriously consider the claims of
the Catholic Church. | returned home knowing things
would never be the same again.

For the following 2%z years | spent much time reading, talk-
ing to other Catholics and attending a whole variety of
Masses and Catholic events before | was to be completely
convinced. | joined the Chaplaincy at my university in
South-east London and, aware of my interest in the old rite,
the Catholic chaplain told me about the Mass at St Bede's
and put me in touch with Fr Basden.

| was to finally be received on Saturday 3 March and it
was delightful to see so many people attending and so
thank you for such a good welcome into the church. |
thank Fr Basden and Fr Southwell for all their help, pa-
tience and support, and thank all who have helped me on
my conversion journey.

“FOR ENGLAND TO BE THE ‘DOWRY OF MARY’
ONCE MORFE”

By: Jennifer Pfang

Last Thursday [10™ May] a packed people carrier was seen
to slow down conspicuously outside St Bede's. The rea-
son, a procession of gaily dressed girls wearing white,
neatly dressed school children and adults singing their
hearts out in honour of Our Lady. As one participant re-
marked, this would have been a common sight years ago.

After the crowning of two statues of Our Lady, Fr South-
well led the Rosary as the line of pilgrims processed
around the Church. One attempt at venturing outside was
curtailed by a downpour of rain, but Fred, undaunted, man-
aged to steer the congregation around the nave of the
Church. It was good to hear now unfamiliar verses of Im-
maculate Mary, to keep us ‘out of heresy’s way’ and for
England to be the ‘dowry of Mary’ once more. Some of
the younger children had the opportunity to strew flowers,




much as some of our Saints have done ‘in days of yore'. Fr
Southwell finished with a small address to the participants.

Statue and bier were on loan from Father Philip de Freitas,
with the help of Gerry, akind parishioner, who with the aid
of some strong glue ensured Our Lady did not topple off!
Coronets of flowers were expertly prepared by Mrs Mau-
reen Leung and helpers. With the kind permission of Fr
Chris Basden, a shared lunch was enjoyed by various home
schoolers, including two families all the way from Ealing.

We must thank God for an opportunity to revive these An-
cient Customs and express our love for His Mother. Just as
Our Lady asked for Processions to the grotto at Lourdes, |
like to think she must have been pleased by our procession
here at St Bede's.

BISHOPSOF THE WORLD, PLEASE TAKE NOTE

A Church in Amsterdam, St Agnes, was scheduled to be
closed because the priest, Fr F Braam, is retiring in 2008
and the diocese could not find a successor. It was for this
reason that the Parish Council, with Fr Braam’s blessing,
invited the Fraternity of St Peter for a six month trial pe-
riod. The Fraternity has been caring for the Church since
December 2006.

And it has born fruit. According to the Parish Council, in
as little as three months, the participation of the Faithful in
the Masses has increased “enormously.” The number of
confessions has grown “considerably”. The Fraternity has
found and trained servers and youth are in the Church once
again. Introducing the traditional liturgy has effected many
changes “Many unknown faithful from many areas arrive
for the Sunday Mass’.

The Church has been given a new life and the members of
the Parish Council are on record as “very satisfied with the
arrival of the Fraternity”. This just proves that when tradi-
tionalists are allowed to roll up their sleeves and set to
work, God can raise up sons of Abraham from the very
stones.

they risked excommunication from the Church and
should not receive communion if they support abortion.

It was the first time that the Pope, speaking to reporters
aboard the plane taking him on atrip to Brazil, dealt in
depth with a controversial topic that has come up in
many countries, including the United States, Mexico,
and Italy.

The Pope was asked whether he supported Mexican
Church leaders threatening to excommunicate leftist
parliamentarians who last month voted to legalize abor-
tionin Mexico City.

"Yes, this excommunication was not an arbitrary one
but is allowed by Canon (church) law which says that
the killing of an innocent child is incompatible with
receiving communion, which is receiving the body of
Christ," he said.

"They (Mexican Church leaders) did nothing new, sur-
prising or arbitrary. They ssimply announced publicly
what is contained in the law of the Church... which ex-
presses our appreciation for life and that human indi-
viduality, human personality is present from the first
moment (of life)".

The Pope said parliamentarians who vote in favor of
abortion have "doubts about the value of life and the
beauty of life and even a doubt about the future".

"Selfishness and fear are at the root of (pro-abortion)
legidation,” he said. "We in the Church have a great
struggle to defend life...life isa gift not athreat."

The Pope® comments appear to raise the stakes in the
debate over whether Catholic politicians can support
abortion or gay marriage and still consider themselves
Catholics.

WORLD CONGRESS OF FAMILIES CONVENESIN
POLAND

POPE WARNED CATHOLIC POLITICIANSTHEY
RISKED EXCOMMUNICATION

By Philip Pullella

ABOARD THE PAPAL PLANE (Reuters) - Pope
Benedict on Wednesday warned Catholic politicians

By Samantha Singson

(NEW YORK — C-FAM) The largest-ever meeting of
pro-life and pro-family leaders convenes in Warsaw this
week over protests from homosexua rights activists and
left-leaning Members of the European Parliament (MEPS).
The World Congress of Families IV (WCF) is the largest
international gathering of pro-family leaders, activists,
scholars and parliamentarians. More than 3,000 delegates
from over 60 nations are expected to attend the Congressin
Poland.

On Thursday evening, C-FAM president Austin Ruse pre-
sented a petition of support to the Polish minister of Social
Affairs. Signed by over 8,800 individuals, the petition was
launched to condemn a recent European Parliamentary
resolution against Poland and calls on the European Par-
liament to stop the promotion of its “radical social agenda.”

In the last month, Poland has come under fire by the Euro-
pean Parliament for proposing legislation that would out-
law the promotion of homosexuality in schools. In a Euro-
pean Parliamentary resolution, Poland was censured for
“homophobia” and threatened with legal action for alleg-
edly violating European human rights law.




Ellen Sauerbrey, Assistant Secretary of State for Popula-
tion, Migration and Refugees, will address the WCF, de-
spite attempts by a group of left-leaning MEPS to thwart
her appearance. In a letter to Sauerbrey, the MEPs called
themselves the “European Parliamentary Working Group
on Separation of Religion and Politics’ and demanded
Sauerbrey withdraw from the Congress. She did not.

Founded ten years ago “in response to a militantly anti-
family ethos prevalent in the ‘post modern’ West,” the
WCF aims to foster an international network of pro-family
organizations, scholars, and leaders that seeks to restore the
natural family as the fundamental social unit and the ‘seed
bed' of a sane society.”

According to the officidl WCF website, Poland was spe-
cifically chosen as the location for the Congress because
“Almost alone, Poland has maintained strong faith and
strong families, even though Poland withstands pressure to
change. Poland has saved Europe before. It is likely she
will save Europe again. On family and population ques-
tions, Europe is the battleground in the early years of the
21st Century, and Poland is the pivot point. It makes
abundant sense that the World Congress of Families IV
meet among the brave people of Poland.”

The WCEF is taking place from May 11-13, 2007. Polish
president Lech Kacyznski will give the opening address at
the Congress. Other notable speakers include: Cardinal
Alfonso Lopez Trujillo of the Pontifical Council for the
Family, Fr. Thomas Eutenauer, president of Human Life
International and Carl Anderson, Knights of Columbus
Supreme Knight.

Professor Brad Wilcox, University of Virginia said, “This
is a perfect time to be hosting this Congress in Europe it
could really highlight the demographic crisis in such coun-
tries as Germany and Italy, in fact al over Europe. It can
begin to awaken people to the need for more aggressive
pro-family policies to turn the crisis around before it is too
late.”

mary Jones, Tom Windsor, AND Fr. Southwell. So, if you
were caught you were in very distinguished company!

Katrina later remarked, “1’m not sure what to make of be-
ing given salty cakes to eat on Palm Sunday; | didn’t know
that was part of the initiation rites!!!”

If you received a pepper flavored cake or salted tea on
Palm Sunday (April Fool® Day) or was wondering why Fr
Southwell was looking like he had cod liver oil swilling
round his back teeth, the culprit is now identified and will
be handed over to the Inquisition without further delay.

PS On a more serious note: during the notices at Mass on
the 13" May Bernadette Pfang was publicly congratulated
by Fr Southwell for receiving the Y oung Catholic Writer of
the Y ear award.

WAR IN HEAVEN - AD

Purchase any 2 CDs by the renowned Brazilian apologist,
Raymond de Souza, who is currently appearing on EWTN,
the Catholic television station, and receive a

CD of:

Rod Pead’ s famous address to the 2000 Faith of Our Fa-
ther’s conference that brought over a
spontaneously to their feet in a standing ovation. Thislec-
ture straight from the till panting heart of the Church mili-
tant is such dynamite that the Universe was too timid to
carry an ad for it!

www.thercwarehouse.com

We are so confident that you will enjoy
these CDs that we are happy to offer a30
day full unconditional money back guaran-
tee ... and you can even keep the free CD!

THANK GOD FOR LADIESWITH TYPEWRITERS?
Extracts from church bulletins

OUR MISCHIEVOUS NUN

Sr Bernadette from the new
vibrant young order, The
Discalced Sisters of the
Seven Deadly Sins, made a
surprise flying visit to the
parish on Sunday 29" April.

One of her hobbies is nee-
dlework — apparently she ran
up her own habit out of some
World War 1l blackout mate-
rial. She dated that a
charism of her order was
curiosity. My computer in-
forms me that a synonym for “curious’ is“nosy”.

The order is aso known for having too much time on its
hands, playing practical jokes and sheer naughtiness. Its
April fool victims included Dr. Tennant, Fred (the altar
server), Katrina the recent convert (accidentally), John
Simmons (intentional), JoJo and Charlie Tyldesly, Rose-

“Don't let worry kill you. Let the Church help.”

THE WISDOM OF G.K. CHESTERTON

"Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure of all
classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy of the dead.
Tradition refuses to submit to that arrogant oligarchy that
merely happens to be walking around.” - Orthodoxy, 1908

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR ‘

From Mr Ernest Todd (by email) - It gets better each time
it comesout. Congratulations! - Ernie

PROMOTE OUR NEXT SPECIAL SUNDAY ‘

If you have a window, gatepost, tree, fence or similar,
on which you can display the poster over and help
promote the next Special Sunday, please do so. You
can protect it from the elements by encasing it in cling
film.

araham@cathud.com




Please join us

Sung Mass

In the Classical Roman Rite
Sung by Cantores Missae, a professional choir

under the direction of Charles Finch

Sunday within the Octave of the Sacred
Heart

Sunday 17" June 2007 at 10:45 AM.
Alonso Lobo’s

Missa Petre Ego Pro te Rogavi

Offertory motet: Alondo Lobo’s Ego Flos Campi
Communion motet: Byrd's O Quam Suavis

Enjoy this beautiful sacred music within the
setting for which it was composed

Confessions available during Mass
Families and children welcome

St Bede's Catholic Church

58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 OLF
By Underground: Clapham South. By Rail: Streatham Hill
The following buses serve the area: 45, 57, 137, 255 & 417




