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DATESFOR YOUR DIARY

Corpus Christi Church, Maiden Lane, L ondon WC2
(All Masses at 6.30pm)
Monday October 30th - 40 Hours Devotion. High Mass
of Exposition,
Tuesday October 31st - High Mass for Peace.
Wednesday November 1% - High Mass of Deposition..

Sunday November 12™ — Special Sunday at St Bede's
(Requiem for the dead of two world wars).

November 19™ - 4:00pm, Low Mass at Christ Church,
Eltham.

Saturday 18th November - Annual Requiem Mass in
Westminster Cathedral. at 2.00pm.

Saturday December 2nd at 11.30am Traditional Confir-
mations in the Old Rite. at St. James Church, Spanish
Place, London.

Friday December 1% — 7:00pm The Christmas fair in St
Bede's School Hall. It continues on Saturday 2™ at
2:00pm. The Traditional Community has a stall at the
fair and we would be grateful for any religious or de-
votional items.

Sunday December 17" — Gaudate Sunday — Special Sun-
day at St Bede's

REASONSFOR ATTENDING THE TRADITIONAL
RITE

Turning our backs resolutely on naturalistic tendencies, it
should be easy to see that liturgical expression, because it
transcends the fashions and particularities of time and
place, is in essence and by God's design perfectly adapted
to that which man carries most profoundly and essentially
within himself, the instinct for the sacred and the thirst for
adoration.

TRADITIONAL PRAYERSFOR THE FAITHFUL
DEPARTED

Episcopal brethren have to a great extent submitted to this
rule of intolerance which for no apparent reason is opposed
to making the necessary inner reconciliations within the
Church.”

In the Spirit of the Liturgy he writes about the position of
kneeling during the liturgy “There are groups of no small
influence who are trying to talk us out of kneeling. ‘It
doesn’t suit our culture, they say’ (which culture?) and then
‘It is not right for a grown man to do this, he should face
God on his feet.” or again: ‘It's not appropriate for re-
deemed man, he has been set free by Christ and doesn’'t
need to kneel any more.” If we look at history, we can see
that the Greeks and Romans rejected kneeling. In view of
the squabbling partisan deities described in mythology, this
attitude was thoroughly justified. It was only too obvious
that these gods were not God even if you were dependant
on their capricious power and had to make sure that when-
ever possible you enjoyed their favour. And so they said
that kneeling was unworthy of a free man and unsuitable
for the culture of Greece, something that the Barbarians
went in for. Plutarch and Theophrastus regarded kneeling
as an expression of superstition. Aristotle caled it a bar-
baric form of behavior.

St Augustine agreed with him in a certain respect: the false
gods were only the masks of demons who subjected men to
the worship of money and to self-seeking, thus making
them servile and superstitious. He said that the humility of
Christ and His love, which went as far as the Cross, have
freed us from these powers; we now kneel before that hu-
mility. The kneeling of Christians is not a form of incul-
turation into existing customs. It is quite the opposite, an
expression of Christian culture which transforms the exist-
ing culture through a new and deeper knowledge and ex-
perience of God. Kneeling does not come from any cul-
ture; it comes from the Bible and its knowledge of God.”

St Catherine's Trust has produced a booklet of prayers to
be said for the dead. Thisis especialy timely as we begin
the month of prayer for the dead. It also includes a note on
the indulgencies which can be gained by praying for the
Holy Souls. A Plenary Indulgence, applicable to the Holy
Souls, may be gained: on one day from the first to the 8" of
November by visiting a cemetery with at least mental
prayer for the dead or on All Souls day by visiting a church
or oratory and reciting the Pater and Credo. The condi-
tions for gaining a Plenary Indulgence include confession
and Holy Communion and prayers for the Pope's inten-
tions. This booklet is available after the 10:45 am Mass at
St Bede's.

LETTERSFROM AMERICA

POPE BENEDICT XVI ON THE LITURGY

From atalk given by Fr Andrew Southwell

In the Catholic Herald (05/12/03) the Holy Father is quoted
as saying “ Anyone who nowadays advocates the continuing
existence of the traditional liturgy or takes part in it is
treated like a leaper; all tolerance ends here. | must say
quite openly that |1 don’'t understand why so many of my

News from Brian M cCall
Hello Graham,

We are doing
well.  We left
England as you
remember in May
and stopped in
Florida for a
short  vacation.
We met up with
the Reillys in
Florida and spent a few days with them. They are doing
well. There is a picture of all of us from this trip. We
bought a Red 12 passenger Van and then drove out to
Oklahoma with my in-laws. We stopped in Pensacola Flor-
ida, Baton Rouge Louisiana (where we stayed in an old
antebellum plantation) Shreeveport, Louisianna and Dallas
Texas (where we visited with Eric, Nichole and Joseph
Domuret). We were fortunate to find a nice house on the
next street over from St. Michael® Chapel where only the




Traditional Latin Mass is offered. There is daily Mass and
two Masses on Sunday and all day adoration on Wednes-
days and a holy hour and Benediction on Friday evening.
There are many large families in the parish and almost all
of them homeschool. The children have made many new
friends. The children are al well. Cormack has started
serving regularly as thurifer. Thomas has started kinder-
garten this year. That means we have three in our
homeschool. Cormack and Mary went to a chicken slaugh-
ter shortly after we arrived. They chopped off a few
chicken® heads and reported that they really do run around
for a few seconds after their heads are cut off. The Okies
there were really impressed with the city dickers from
London who apparently were willing to gut the chickens
without gloves on. Joseph has lost his English accent and
sounds like a regular American now. Michael will cele-
brate his 2nd birthday in October.

| have started work (teaching in the University). From my
perspective it is going well but you might get a different
answer from my students. | am teaching Contracts | to the
first years. This term | go into the school on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday and thus have much more time to
be at home with the family.

The only sad news to report is we miss everyone from Eng-
land terribly. We remember our friends from St. Bede®in
our prayers, especially Father Andrew.

The McCalls

Newsfrom Maria Reilly
Graham,

Hello!  Hope this finds
you all well. Thanks for
keeping Paul in your

prayers.
Fr. Andrew asked for a
picture of Paul®

confirmation...|@e

attached one. He was con-

firmed on September 16th

by Aux. Bishop Flessey of

the Newark Archdiocese. He is with the bishop and his
sponsor, Zoltan Leskowsky.

We miss you all very much and looking forward to getting
the newdletter each month. Maria L Giovannelli (Reilly -
New Y ork)

THE CONSOLATION OF PHILOSOPHY

Anthony Ozimic M.A. Bioethics

Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius (480 — 525) was a
Roman statesman and philosopher, known as “The Last of
the Romans’, the last great figure of ancient Rome surviv-
ing the fall of the ancient Roman Empire in the West to the
barbarians. Boethius is regarded as a Catholic martyr in
tradition, but what is less commonly known is that he is
also regarded as a saint in the liturgy: the Church has rec-
ognised the custom in the diocese of Pavia of celebrating
the feast of St Severinus Boethius on 23" October.

Boethius incarnated Plato's ideal of the philosopher-
statesman, being a minister of the Arian Ostrogothic King

of Italy, Theodoric as well as a voluminous writer on sub-
jects both sacred and profane. It was when he had fallen
out of Theodoric's favour, in prison undergoing torture and
awaiting execution, that he wrote “The Consolation of Phi-
losophy” (De consolatione philosophiae, henceforth “The
Consolatio”). Eminent contemporary Catholic thinker
Ralph Mclnerny has written: “Boswell tells us that Dr
Johnson expressed wonder we must all feel that Boethius,
in such circumstances showed himself to be magis philoso-
phus quam Christianus (more philosopher than Christian).
What the concept of Christian philosophy properly under-
stood enables us to see is that one can be magis philoso-
phus quia Christianus (more a philosopher because a
Chrigtian).” The explicit absence of references to Christ in
the Consolatio can be defended according to the axiom:
ancilla theologiae sed non ancilla nisi libera — “philoso-
phy istheology’s handmaid, but only if sheisfree’.

The Consolatio is a philosophical argument that happiness
is not to be found in the goods of this world but in the one,
the true, the good and the beautiful. The Consolatio was
just as important as the works of Plato and other ancient
philosophers in influencing the ages of faith: C.S. Lewis
claimed that the Consolatio “was for centuries the most
influential book ever written in Latin”. Alfred the Great
trandated the Consolatio into Anglo-Saxon and the work
influenced Chaucer.

The first half of the Consolatio is mainly an exposition by
Lady Philosophy (a personification of wisdom which ech-
oes Wisdom in the Old Testament and our Lady in the New
Testament) on the fleetingness, imperfections and hurtful-
ness of worldly goods and therefore the vanity of seeking
them. The importance of this part of the Consolatio for
contemporary moral philosophy is the presence of argu-
ments against hedonism. Hedonism and its more recent
variant, utilitarianism, are perhaps the moral philosophies
which have the most influence in contemporary culture.

The Consolatio is also important for contemporary moral
philosophy for its provision of an ontological understand-
ing of anthropology: as Lady Philosophy tells Boethius,
“the chief cause of your sickness [is that you] have forgot-
ten what you are.” Contemporary thought has debased cer-
tain human beings to equivalence with or even inferiority to
animals. The debasing of the human body by Cartesian
dualism to a mere vehicle for sense-perception coupled
with the belief that reason should be the dave of the pas-
sions has debased humans into creatures of habit, with
whom intelligence and choice are simply the means for the
satisfaction of bodily desires, as they are with the animals.
This degrading of the human body and elevation of func-
tional mentation has lead ethicists such as Peter Singer to
declare that the great apes have superior rights to infants.
The absence of full mental functioning and therefore full
sense-perception in early embryos and in the mentally in-
capacitated has led many to deny their humanity and/or
personhood. Such degrading in relation to adults with full
mental functioning also implies a denial of free will, by
reducing human choice-making to biological determinism.

The Consolatio can be placed into two broad genres of
popular literature: sources of moral and spiritual guidance
such as the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius, the Confes-
sions of St Augustine, the Imitation of Christ; and fiction



with a “moral to the story”, such as Dante’s Divine Com+-
edy, C.S. Lewis Narnia Chronicles, and Tolkien's Lord of
the Rings. Many more people throughout history have read
works in these two genres than have read abstract philoso-
phical treatises. Abstract philosophising is not only point-
less but can be dangerous: for example, its influence on
bioethics has lead to a philosophy divorced from human
nature yet imposed with destructive results upon the most
vulnerable members of humanity - the unborn.

BODY COUNT

Graham M oorhouse

The Atheist trumpets his non-belief in God, but his real
problem is his non-belief in man. For the atheist man is
just a chemical machine, an accident of some primeval
soup, an automaton neither responsible for his decision nor
his actions, an object with neither inherent purpose nor
intrinsic worth.

Many years ago | watched a film, the title of which | have
long forgotten, in which the hero admonishes a Méfia style
hit man on his lack of reverence for human life. Thevillain
responded by taking our hero to the top of avery tall build-
ing - the Empire State perhaps - and instructed him to look
down on the throng below. The crowd from this altitude
appeared as a mass of little black dots, like metal filings on
a sheet of card being set in motion by a magnet from be-
low. The bad guy then posed the question, “Do you really
believe that in the grand scheme of things that it really mat-
tersif one of those dots stops moving?”’

Modern secularism is the daughter (howbeit, some may
argue, the illegitimate daughter) of Protestantism. How-
ever, atheism and it agnostic twin jointly sired this daugh-
ter. Secularismis a“religion” like any other with its own
dogmas and articles of blind faith. And like its Protestant
progenitor, because it has no ultimate authority, it evolves
rapidly — witness its latest articles of blind faith, its canon-
izing of sodomy. It is also a very intolerant “religion”,
always ready to impose its latest doctrines by force — ob-
serve the recent refusal of the European Parliament to ap-
prove an ltalian Catholic in office because he would not
embrace this particular hottest up-to-the-minute article of
secularist dogma.

The Protestant/secular axis is deeply, to the very core of its
being, anti-Catholic. Indeed, that is its raison-d’ étre; were
it not for the Protestant revolt against Catholicism there
would arguably be no illegitimate daughter. Consequently,
for 400 years Catholics have survived in a deeply anti-
Catholic culture. This has had its price. Whether it be a
pope apologizing for the alleged sins of our forefathers, a
bishops conference pretending that the Church has a pe-
dophile praoblem (when it is as clear as the nose on one's
face that it has a homosexua crisis) or the young person
embarrassingly mumbling incoherently that he is a Catholic
when asked his religion, each in his own way is demon-
strating a timid obsequiousness towards the dominant cul-
ture and his secular masters. Even the politician who de-
claresheisaliberal Catholic is marching to a secular drum
beat, for what he is actually saying is, “Tribally | may be a
Catholic, but you don’t imagine | actually believe any of
that stuff do you? No — cut me open and you will see that
I’'m asecularist at heart just like yourselves.”

Most English Catholics carry some of this baggage, espe-
cialy the young. Itsresult isareduced sense of self-worth,
a sort of cultural low self-esteem. It is unavoidable, for
anti-Catholicismisin the air we breathe. We take it in with
our mother’s milk. It is simply that after 400 years of in-
culturation we no longer notice that we are doing so.

It isinstructive to compare the effect that the words “ Span-
ish Inquisition” has on the soul of the average Englishman
(notwithstanding the fact that the Spanish Inquisition exe-
cuted fewer Catholics in 300 years than “Good Queen
Bess’ did in her first three years in office) with his rela-
tively bland reaction to the following list of facts:
7,000,000 murdered (without trial) by the Nazis (self-
confessed pagans); 17,000,000 murdered by Stalin (a mili-
tant atheist); a number only exceeded by the Chinese com-
munist (more militant atheists); the 9000 unarmed priests
and nuns murdered by the Bolsheviks (more militant athe-
ists) in a few months in Spain (a slaughter which ignited
the Spanish civil war); the 2,000,000, one quarter of the
entire population, slaughtered in Cambodia by Pol Pot
(more militant atheists) and one could add the 1,000,000 (a
number that would have been nearer 2,000,000 had it not
been for the courageous sanctions-busting activities of Irish
Catholic missionaries) Biafran babies and young children,
who, in less than two years, where starved to death to serve
the ail policies of Harold Wilson's government of secular
humanists.

There is endless secularist propaganda to the effect that
religion is at the root of al the strife in the world. The
facts, as opposed to the propaganda, are very simple. Wars
fought by or on behalf of the Church (such as the Crusades)
have killed around 4,500,000 people over the last 2000
years. Secular humanist, militant atheist and Nazis (i.e.
pagans) have accounted for something nearer 200,000,000
in the last 80 years! This meansthat you are at least a 1000
times more likely to be slaughtered by a militant atheist in
the service of his “religion” than by a Catholic in the ser-
vice of his.

Indeed, atheism is one of the key ideologies behind the
systematic murder of countless millions, born and unborn,
in our time. His non-belief in God is merely a smoke
screen to cover the gaping hole in his philosophy that has
no answer to the question, “Do you realy believe that in
the grand scheme of things that it really matters if one of
those dots stops moving?’

THE WISDOM OF G.K. CHESTERTON

Posting a letter and getting married are among the few
things left that are entirely romantic; for to be entirely ro-
mantic, a thing must be irrevocable.

PROMOTE OUR NEXT SPECIAL SUNDAY

If you have a window, gatepost, tree, fence or similar,
on which you can display the poster over and help
promote the next Special Sunday, please do so. You
can protect it from the elements by encasing it in cling
film.

araham@cathud.com




Please join us

Sung M ass

In the Classical Roman Rite

Sung by Capella Ave Maris Stella
under the direction of Miss Julie Robinson

Missa Pro Defunctis
(Mass for the Dead)

Sunday 12" November 2006 at 10:45 AM.
Victoria' s Requiem

Enjoy this beautiful sacred music within the
setting for which it was composed

Confessions available during Mass
Families and children welcome

St Bede's Catholic Church

58 Thornton Road, Clapham Park, SW12 OLF
By Underground: Clapham South. By Rail: Streatham Hill
The following buses serve the area: 45, 57, 137, 255 & 417




