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The Traditional Latin Mass
Reverence, devotion and

the beauty of Gregorian chant

Traditional Catholicism for the 21st Century

faithful may also be able to say or sing together in Latin those
parts of the Ordinary of the Mass which pertain to themí.

Why does the priest not face the people?



The Church in Crisis
The Church in the UK is in crisis ñ collapsing numbers,
closing parishes, an ageing priesthood, lack of vocations.
Matters are made worse by the loss of the young through
faulty catechesis.

There are signs of hope as Rome attempts to reimpose
discipline and to encourage devotion to the Most Holy
Eucharist.

One of the most encouraging signs is the rapid growth of
the movement attached to the traditional Latin rite of Mass
(often known as the Tridentine rite) and of the priestly fra-
ternities and monastic orders devoted to spreading this rite.
The average age of their priests is astonishingly young.

The Latin Mass Society of England and Wales (LMS) is
part of this fast-growing international movement. What do
we seek?

� Preservation of the ancient Roman rite of Mass in the
form in which it has been celebrated for centuries

� No adaptation of the Mass to a desacralised age

� Restoration of the Churchís treasury of liturgical music,
especially Gregorian chant

� Promotion of the use of Latin in the Churchís life

� Protection of our altars from destruction and our sanctu-
aries from reordering, none of which was authorised by
the Second Vatican Council.

Our policy proposals for England and Wales include:

� Convenient provision of the traditional rite Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days in every diocese

� Arrangements for the faithful to receive the sacraments
in the traditional rite

� The reintroduction of popular devotions such as Corpus
Christi processions and the 40 Hours Devotion

� An invitation from our bishops to priests of the tradition-
al fraternities to undertake chaplaincies in England and
Wales and for them to be given their own churches

� Provision of diocesan financial support to candidates
who wish to study in the seminaries of the traditional
priestly fraternities.

The Need for Reverence
Do you long for beauty, dignity, silence and reverence in
the Mass? The traditional Mass offers these qualities in
abundance so that every word and gesture of the priest is
attuned to this supreme act of worship.

Reverence is fundamental to worship as it allows us to
experience the sacred and supernatural. It is because the
Mass is a sacred action of infinite value that the celebration
of the traditional Roman Mass has always been invested
with the greatest reverence and dignity. The traditional rite
omits nothing that reminds us that the Sacrifice of the Mass
is the Sacrifice of Calvary mystically re-presented on the
altar.

The Essence of
the Traditional Mass
In the traditional rite the Church sets forth explicitly her
doctrine of the Communion of Saints and the intercession
of Our Lady whose merits win graces for our souls. The
Offertory prayers are unique for their doctrinal richness and
the beauty of their composition.

The essence of the Mass is the Sacrifice of the Cross made
present upon our altars and offered to God as a Sacrifice of
Propitiation for the souls of the living and the dead. This is
why the traditional Mass is offered using beautiful vest-
ments and music, preferably in beautiful churches and with
congregations dressed respectfully.

‘As it was...is now...and ever shall be’
Why is this Mass called the ‘traditional’ rite?
Because it goes back without significant change to the sixth cen-
tury when it was codified in the time of Pope St Gregory the Great,
and beyond that in its essentials to the earliest days of the Church.
It was this Mass which was taken all over the world by missionar-
ies and martyrs and which produced vocations and converts in
unrivalled numbers.

Why ‘Tridentine’?
ëTridentineí means ëof Trentí. This is the Mass which, after the
Council of Trent, Pope St Pius V in AD 1570 decreed should
remain unchanged in perpetuity. Thus he did not promulgate a new
order of Mass but simply gave legal force to a rite that had already
existed for centuries.

Why is the Mass said in Latin?
The Faith and the Mass were spread by the Apostles and the first
missionaries throughout the Roman Empire in which the common
language was Latin in the West and Greek in the East. Hallowed by
a tradition of sixteen centuries, Latin is a token of the timeless
nature of the liturgy and a symbol of the universality and unity of
the Church.

Why was Latin not replaced as the languages
of the nations changed over the years?
Because vernacular languages evolve and meanings of words alter.
Although the present vernacular Mass is only 35 years old several
versions have already been prepared, causing great disagreement
as to the words used. Only Latin is unchanging, and it remains the
standard to which all translations of the new rite are referred. Latin
therefore ensures unity of worship and prayer, and preserves the
orthodox meaning of the Mass from corruption through change.

Is the traditional Mass permitted by the Pope?
Yes. In 1971 Pope Paul VI gave permission for the continued use of
the traditional rite in England and Wales. In 1984 Pope John Paul II
extended this indult to every bishop in the world. In 1988 Pope
John Paul II published his motu proprio, �Ecclesia Dei� which
states: ëTo all those Catholic faithful who feel attached to some
previous liturgical and disciplinary form of the Latin tradition, I
wish to manifest my will to facilitate their ecclesial communion by
means of the necessary measures to guarantee respect for their

rightful aspirations. In this matter I ask for the support of the
bishopsÖMoreover, respect must everywhere be shown for
the feelings of all those who are attached to the Latin liturgical
tradition by a wide and generous application of the directives
already issued some time ago [the 1984 indult] by the Apostolic
See, for the use of the Roman Missal according to the typical
edition of 1962í [the traditional rite].

At a High Mass in the traditional rite offered by Cardinal
Castrillon Hoyos, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the
Clergy, in the Basilica of St Mary Major in Rome on 24 May
2003 (with the encouragement of the Holy Father), the
Cardinal preached: �The rite of St Pius V cannot be consid-
ered to be extinct and the authority of the Holy Father has
expressed his benevolent recognition of the faithful
who�remain attached to [it] and find in it valuable spiri-
tual nourishment in their journey of sanctification�The
ancient Roman rite hence conserves in the Church its right
of citizenship among the multiformity of Catholic rites.�

What did the Second Vatican Council say
about this Mass?
In its Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum
Concilium) it stated that, ëHoly Mother Church holds all law-
fully recognised rites to be of equal right and dignity; that she
wishes to preserve them in the future and to foster them in
every wayí. It went on, ëThe use of the Latin language, with
due respect to particular law, is to be preserved in the Latin
ritesí, and confirmed, ëCare must be taken to ensure that the

G
ift

 A
id

 D
ec

la
ra

ti
on

�
I w

an
t 
al

l s
ub

sc
rip

tio
ns

 a
nd

do
na

tio
ns

 I 
ha

ve
 m

ad
e 

to
 t
he

 L
at

in
M

as
s 

S
oc

ie
ty

 s
in

ce
 6

 A
pr

il 
2
0
0
0
 a

nd
 a

ll
fu

tu
re

 s
ub

sc
rip

tio
ns

 a
nd

 d
on

at
io

ns
 t
o

be
 G

ift
 A

id
 u

nt
il 

I i
nf

or
m

 y
ou

 o
th

er
w

is
e.

S
ig

ne
d 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

D
at

e
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

(A
pp

lic
ab

le
 t
o 

U
K

 t
ax

pa
ye

rs
 o

nl
y.

 W
ha

t 
yo

u
pa

y 
in

 in
co

m
e 

or
 c

ap
ita

l g
ai

ns
 t
ax

 m
us

t
eq

ua
l t

he
 a

m
ou

nt
 w

e 
w

ill
 c

la
im

 in
 t
he

 t
ax

ye
ar

).

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

(B
LO

C
K

 C
AP

IT
AL

S
 P

LE
AS

E)

N
am

e
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

Ti
tle

__
__

__
__

__
Ye

ar
 o

f B
ir

th
__

__
__

__
_

Ad
dr

es
s

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
Po

st
 C

od
e 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

Te
l N

o_
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
D

io
ce

se
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

I e
nc

lo
se

 a
 s

ub
sc

rip
tio

n 
of

£
__

__
__

 

pl
us

 o
pt

io
na

l d
on

at
io

n 
of

£
__

__
__

To
ta

l
£
__

__
__

 

(A
pp

lic
an

ts
 jo

in
in

g 
af

te
r 
1
st

 J
ul

y 
in

 a
ny

 y
ea

r 
pa

y 
ha

lf 
th

e 
an

nu
al

 s
ub

sc
rip

tio
n)

C
he

qu
es

/
po

st
al

 o
rd

er
s 

et
c 

pa
ya

bl
e 

to
 ‘T

he
 L

at
in

 M
as

s 
S
oc

ie
ty

’

R
et

ur
n 

to

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t,

Th
e 

La
tin

 M
as

s 
S

oc
ie

ty
1
1
-1

3
 M

ac
kl

in
 S

tr
ee

t,
Lo

nd
on

 W
C

2
B

 5
N

H
.

PL
E

A
SE

 C
U

T
A

L
O

N
G

 T
H

E
 D

O
T

T
E

D
 L

IN
E

Celebrant and ministers during a traditional High Mass
in Westminster Cathedral, 19 June 2004

Cardinal Castrillon Hoyos in St Mary Major, Rome, 24 May 2003
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