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INTRODUCTION 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Omnia autem honeste et secundum ordinem fiant.  1 Cor. 14, 40. 
 
This liturgical calendar, together with these introductory notes, has been compiled in 
accordance with the Motu Proprio Rubricarum Instructum issued by Pope B John XXIII on 
25th July 1960, the Roman Breviary of 1961 and the Roman Missal of 1962. 

For the universal calendar that to be found at the beginning of the Roman Breviary 
and Missal has been used.  For the diocesan calendars no such straightforward procedure 
is possible.  The decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites of 26th July 1960 at paragraph 
(6) required all diocesan calendars to conform with the new rubrics and be approved by that 
Congregation. 

The diocesan calendars in use on 1st January 1961 (the date set for the new rubrics 
to come into force) were substantially those previously in use but with varying adjustments 
and presumably as yet to re-approved.  Indeed those calendars in use immediately prior to 
that date were by no means identical to those previously approved by the Congregation, 
since there had been various changes to the rubrics made by Pope Pius XII.  Hence it is not 
a simple matter to ascertain in complete and exact detail the classifications and dates of all 
diocesan feasts as they were, or should have been, observed at 1st January 1961. The 
solution adopted has been to use the latest available Roman Missal that includes as a 
supplement all the diocesan calendars for England and Wales (Imprimatur 1949). The 
dates and classifications of the feasts from this supplement have been compared with three 
further sources: firstly the diocesan year books, secondly a variety of layman's missals and 
thirdly previous editions of this liturgical calendar.  

The year books have been considered the most reliable of the additional sources, as 
evidencing the actual practice of the dioceses concerned. Unfortunately, however, only 
those for Westminster, Southwark, Brentwood and Birmingham have been available to 
date. As far as layman’s missals are concerned there is unfortunately some lack of 
unanimity between those consulted. However, in any case, no change has been made to 
the dates and classifications of feasts found in previous editions of this calendar except 
where new information has been forthcoming or where another date or classification seems 
more probable. 

Four dioceses have been created since 1962 and for these there exist no 
appropriate calendars. To provide calendars for the dioceses of Arundel and Brighton, East 
Anglia and Wrexham, the calendars of Southwark, Northampton and Menevia (from whose 
territory respectively the new dioceses were created) have been adopted with changes 
where appropriate. To provide a calendar for the diocese of Hallam, which was created 
from territory taken both from Leeds and Nottingham, only those Feasts which are common 
to both have been adopted, again with changes where appropriate. 
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INTRODUCTION 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The notes on External Solemnities have been rewritten to take account of the 
Bishops of England and Wales’ request that Holydays of Obligation be held in common 
between the Old and New Rites.  

I would like, once again, to thank William Tomlinson for providing me with valuable 
assistance in the preparation of the Ordo, as also James Murphy in the LMS office, Bernard 
Martin and William Longland. Together we have tried to make this liturgical calendar as 
accurate and useful as possible, however any remaining mistakes are mine alone. 
Suggestions or comments on the contents of this or any future editions are welcome. 
 
Gordon Dimon 
 
17th September 2008 
Commemoration of the Impression  
of the Sacred Stigmata of S Francis C 
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Changes in the 1962 Missal 
 
At a High Mass the celebrant no longer reads the Epistle and Gospel (or any other lesson) 
but listens while these are sung; seated at the sedilia for the Epistle (or any other lesson), 
standing at the altar as previously for the Gospel.  
 
At a Sung Mass where incense is used the Celebrant is no longer censed after he has sung 
the Gospel. Otherwise the censings are made as at High Mass. 
  
The Confiteor is no longer said immediately before the people’s Communion and hence the 
Celebrant does not say Misereatur and Indulgentiam. 
 
Benedicamus Domino will not now normally occur, being restricted to the evening Mass on 
Holy Thursday, Mass on Corpus Christi when followed by the procession and Mass on the 
opening and closing days of the Quarant’ore. On all other occasions, excepting Requiems, 
Ite Missa est is now said. 
  
(Ritus Servandus in Celebratione Missae VI 4, 5,8. XII 4) 
 
 
Sacred Music 
 
During High or Sung Mass nothing may be sung in the vernacular. 
 
If the Sanctus and Benedictus are sung in plainsong they are chanted without a break 
between them, otherwise the Benedictus is to be sung after the Consecration. 
 
During the Consecration all singing must cease, nor may the organ (or any other musical 
instrument) be played. 
 
The Communion antiphon is sung as the Celebrant distributes Holy Communion. If anything 
else is sung it is to follow the Communion antiphon. 
 
(De Sacra Musica - Instruction of the Sacred Congregation of Rites on Sacred Music and 
Liturgy 3rd September 1958) 
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Votive Mass for an External Solemnity 
 
By this term is meant the celebration of the Mass of a feast without its Office when, for the 
good of the faithful, it is celebrated on a Sunday or some other day. 
 
These feasts include the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the BVM of the Rosary, the 
Purification of the BVM, principal Patrons, anniversary of the dedication and titular of a 
church, the titular or canonised founder of an order or congregation together with other 
feasts celebrated by a special gathering of the faithful. 
 
Unless otherwise determined this Mass may be celebrated on the Sunday before or after 
the feast or some other day or even on the day itself where the feast is impeded by the 
rubrics. 
 
Normally only 2 Low Masses, or 1 Low and 1 High or Sung Mass, are allowed. An External 
Solemnity may not be celebrated on a 1st Class Sunday or 1st Class feast. 
 
(General  Rubrics of Missal 356-361) 
 
External Solemnity of the Sacred Heart 
 
Gloria, Creed, Preface of the Sacred Heart. If celebrated on a Sunday no commemoration 
of the Sunday.  
 
External Solemnity of the BVM of the Rosary 
 
Gloria, Creed, Preface of the BVM (et te in Veneratione), commemoration of the Sunday. 
The Introit Gaudeamus is replaced by Salve from the Common of Feasts of BVM. This 
Mass may only be celebrated on 1st Sunday of October. 
 
External Solemnity of a Holyday of Obligation in England and Wales 
 
The Bishops of England and Wales have requested that any Holyday of Obligation in 
England and Wales that is transferred to a Sunday in the New Rite (the Ordinary Form of 
the Roman Rite) should likewise be celebrated on that same day in the Old Rite (the 
Extraordinary Form).  See Appendices 1 and 2.  
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Votive Mass of the Blessed Sacrament on the Days Following Corpus Christi 
 
Where, during the seven days following the Feast of Corpus Christi, a procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament is held, Mass of the Blessed Sacrament may be celebrated as a Votive 
Mass of 2nd Class. Gloria, no Sequence, no Creed, Common Preface.  (On the Sunday 
with Gloria and Creed, Preface of the Holy Trinity, no commemoration of the Sunday, no 
Sequence).  Two such occasions are allowed. This Mass may not be celebrated on days of 
1st Class. 
 
(Rub. of 1962 Missal given after Corpus Christi) 
 
Votive Mass of the Rogations 
 
On 25th April  (or the day to which the Greater Litanies is transferred), as also the Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday before the Ascension where a procession is made with the 
Litanies of the Saints (or other special supplications ordered by the Ordinary), the Mass of 
the Rogations is celebrated afterwards as a Votive Mass of 2nd Class.  No Preparatory 
Prayers, no Gloria, no Creed, Preface of Easter, in Violet.  (On Sunday with Creed and 
commemoration of the Sunday.) This Mass may not be celebrated on days of 1st Class. 
 
(Gen. Rub. 80-90, Gen. Rub. of Missal 341-344, 346-347) 
 
First Thursday 
 
One Votive Mass of 3rd Class of OLJC, High and Eternal Priest, for the sanctification of the 
clergy, may be celebrated on the First Thursday (or First Saturday) of each month.  Gloria, 
no Creed, Preface of the Holy Cross.  Two commemorations are allowed.  Thursdays on 
which it may be celebrated are indicated thus: JCHP.   This Mass, together with those of the 
First Friday and Saturday, may only be celebrated on days of 3rd or 4th Class.  Further it is 
envisaged that appropriate exercises of piety are performed on that day. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 384-385) 
 
First Friday 
 
Two Votive Masses of 3rd Class of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus may be celebrated on 
the First Friday of each month.  Gloria, no Creed, Preface of the Sacred Heart. Two 
commemorations are allowed.  Fridays on which it may be celebrated are indicated thus: 
SH. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 384-385) 
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
First Saturday 
 
One Votive Mass of 3rd Class of the Immaculate Heart of the BVM may be celebrated on 
the First Saturday of each month.  Gloria, no Creed, Preface of the BVM (et te in 
Veneratione).  Two commemorations are allowed. Saturdays on which it may be celebrated 
are indicated thus: IH. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 384-385) 
 
Votive Masses of 4th Class 
 
A Votive Mass of 4th Class may only be celebrated on a liturgical day of 4th Class. The 
Gloria is not said, except in Masses of the Angels on any day and in Masses of the BVM 
celebrated on a Saturday. The Creed is never said.  Two commemorations are allowed. 
Days on which it may be celebrated are indicated thus:  † or ‡, the latter indicating that 
Requiem Masses of 4th Class may also be celebrated. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 387-389) 
 
Requiem Masses of 1st Class 
 
These are: 
 

Masses on the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, 
 

The Funeral Mass. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 402-409) 
 
Requiem Masses of 2nd Class 
 
These are: 
 

Masses for the day of death, 
 

Mass after receiving news of a death, 
 

Mass for the final burial. 
 
Requiem  Masses of 2nd Class may not be celebrated on days of 1st Class or any Sunday. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 410-414) 
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Requiem Masses of 3rd Class 
 
These are: 
 

Mass on 3rd, 7th and 30th day from the death or burial, 
 

Mass on the anniversary. By an anniversary is meant not only the annual recurrence 
of the date of death or burial of some person but also the celebration held once each 
year for all deceased members of some body. This Mass should be used for the 
Latin Mass Society's annual November Requiems held in various Dioceses,  

 
Masses in the Churches and Chapels of cemeteries, except those of 1st and 2nd 
Class, 

 
Masses within eight days of the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed. 

 
Requiem Masses of 3rd Class may not be celebrated on days of 1st or 2nd Class. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 415-422) 
 
Requiem Masses of 4th Class 
 

A Requiem  Mass of 4th Class (Daily Mass for the Dead) may be celebrated only on Ferias 
of 4th Class outside Christmastide and Epiphanytide. It may not be celebrated on 
Saturdays.  Days on which it may be celebrated, as also 4th Class Votive Masses, are 
indicated thus: ‡ 
 

(Gen. Rub. of Missal 423) 
 

Requiem Mass on Remembrance Sunday 
 

In England and Wales one Requiem Mass may be celebrated for those who died in the two 
World Wars. By exception it is celebrated on a Sunday.  
 
Mass Formula for a Requiem Mass 
 

The first Mass of the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, with the appropriate 
Collect, Secret and Postcommunion taken from the Occasional Prayers for the Dead, is 
used for a deceased Sovereign Pontiff, Cardinal, Bishop or Priest in all Masses of 1st, 2nd 
or 3rd Class. 
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Mass ‘In Die Obitus seu Depositionis Defuncti’ is said for the dead who are not  priests 
etc for: 
 
     the Funeral Mass, 
 

Masses for the day of death, 
 

Masses after receiving news of a death, 
 

the final burial, 
 
           the 3rd, 7th and 30th day, but with proper Collect, Secret and Postcommunion. 
 

If the Mass for the day of death is said after 8 days from the day of death or burial the 
adverb hodie is omitted in the Collect and Postcommunion. 
 
The Mass ‘In Anniversario Defunctorum’ is used for anniversaries of deceased persons who 
are not priests etc. 
 
The Mass ‘Quotidiana’, the Daily Mass for the Dead, is used for all deceased persons of 
whatever order or rank, outside the days mentioned above. 
 

(Gen. Rub. of Missal 390-401) 
 
Mass of an Impeded 3rd Class Feast 
 

Where, on a 3rd Class Feast of a Saint a commemoration of another Saint is ordered, the 
Mass of the commemorated Saint may be said ad lib with a commemoration of the other 
Saint. The impeded feast may be either 3rd Class or a commemoration. However, should 
the impeding Feast be of a rank greater than 3rd Class the Mass of the impeded Feast may 
not be said ad lib. 
 
Mass of a Commemorated Saint on a 4th Class Feria 
 
Where on a 4th Class Feria the commemoration of a Saint is ordered, the Mass of the 
commemorated Saint may be said ad lib instead of the Ferial Mass.  Where two 
commemorations of Saints are ordered the Mass may be of either ad lib, but in this case a 
commemoration of the other Saint is made. 
 
(Gen. Rub. Missal 302-303) 
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LITURGICAL NOTES 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Resumed Sunday Mass on 4th Class Feria 
 
All the Ferias of Lent and Passiontide, as well as the Ember Days of Advent and 
September, have a proper Mass.  On other Ferias the Mass of the preceding Sunday is 
said, but without Gloria or Creed. 
 
However the following should be noted: 
 
On Ferias between the Octave Day of the Nativity of OLJC and the Epiphany the Mass of 
the Octave Day of the Nativity is said, with Gloria and Preface of the Nativity but without 
Creed or proper Communicantes. 
 
On Ferias between the Epiphany and the Feast of the Holy Family the Mass of the 
Epiphany is said, with Gloria and Preface of the Epiphany but without Creed or proper 
Communicantes.  
 
On Ferias between the Feast of the Holy Family and the Commemoration of the Baptism of 
OLJC the Mass of 1st Sunday after the Epiphany is said, in White, with Gloria and Preface 
of the Epiphany but without Creed or Proper Communicantes. 
 
On Ferias between the Commemoration of the Baptism and 2nd Sunday after Epiphany the 
Mass of 1st Sunday after Epiphany is said, but in Green, with the Common Preface and 
without Gloria, Creed or proper Communicantes. 
 
On Ferias between the Ascension and the Vigil of Pentecost, including the Friday 
immediately prior to the Vigil of Pentecost, the Mass of the Ascension is said, even after the 
Sunday, with Gloria and Preface of the Ascension but without Creed or proper 
Communicantes.  
 
Where the preceding Sunday is impeded by a Feast, either perpetually, as in the Feasts of 
the Holy Family, the Most Holy Trinity or OLJC the King, or accidentally for any particular 
year, the resumed Mass to be said on any 4th Class Feria is that of the impeded Sunday, 
except as provided above. 
 
(Gen. Rub. of Missal 299) 
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DECEMBER 2009 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Tue   29 FIFTH DAY within the OCTAVE of the NATIVITY  2 Cl  W 
  (See note page 13) 

Gl Cr Pr of the Nativity 
Proper Communic diem sacratissimum       
Commem of S Thomas B M at Low Masses                                           

 In all DIOCESES of ENGLAND & WALES: 
  S THOMAS B M  1 Cl  R 
  Gl Cr Pr of the Nativity   

Proper Communic diem sacratissimum 
  Commem of the Octave of the Nativity at all Masses  
 
Wed    30 SIXTH DAY within the OCTAVE of the NATIVITY  2 Cl  W 
  Gl Cr Pr of the Nativity 

Proper Communic diem sacratissimum    
Birmingham:  

  (See Notes at end) 
 
Fri     31 SEVENTH DAY within the OCTAVE of the NATIVITY  2 Cl  W 
Pl Ind  (See note page 13) 

Gl Cr Pr of the Nativity   
Proper Communic diem sacratissimum 

  Commem of S Silvester I P C at Low Masses 
 
 

JANUARY 2010 
 
Fri 1 OCTAVE DAY of the NATIVITY of the LORD  1 Cl   W 
+  Gl Cr Pr of the Nativity   
Pl Ind  Proper Communic diem sacratissimum 
 
Sat  2 OUR LADY’S SATURDAY  4 Cl  W  †     IH 
  Mass: BVM II Gl No Cr Pr of the BVM (et te in Veneratione) 
 
Sun 3 MOST HOLY NAME of JESUS  2 Cl   W 

 Gl Cr Pr of the Nativity 
   
Mon 4 FERIA  4 Cl   W    †   
  Mass: Octave Day of the Nativity  
  Gl No Cr Pr of the Nativity 
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 APPENDIX 1 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Birmingham 
 
Two changes in respect to Birmingham have been made to recent versions of this calendar.  
 
Since during the Christmas Octave, of diocesan feasts, only those of 1st Class and in 
honour of saints who are on those days inscribed in the universal calendar, though only by 
a commemoration, are admitted, the commemoration of S Egwin on 30th December is no 
longer made. (Gen. Rub. 68 f.) This is confirmed by relevant year books. 
 
S Chad on 2nd March has been reduced to 2nd Class. This is confirmed by relevant year 
books. 
 
 
External Solemnity of a Holyday of Obligation in England and Wales 
 
As the full text of the dubium of the Bishops of England and Wales and the reply from the 
Ecclesia Dei Commission have not been made public and a subsequent dubium from the 
Latin Mass Society to the Commission has not yet elicited a reply the solution in Appendix 2 
is offered in accordance with the General Rubrics of the Roman Missal. These rubrics do 
not allow an external solemnity to be celebrated on a 1st Class Sunday or Feast and 
accordingly no provision can be made for this. 
 
The Sunday celebration of a Holyday of Obligation is not unknown in other countries and 
their practice has been followed in so far as the Compiler is aware of it. This includes the 
use of a sequence at the external solemnity of Corpus Christi even though sequences are 
not allowed in Votive Masses. 
 
No recommendation can be made in relation to these matters by the Compiler. 
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APPENDIX 2 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
External Solemnity of a Holyday of Obligation 
 
Only 2 Low Masses, or 1 Low and 1 High or Sung Mass, are allowed.   
 
Sun   In all DIOCESES of ENGLAND & WALES: 
4 January  ad lib EXTERNAL SOLEMNITY of the EPIPHANY of the LORD  VM 2 Cl   W    
   Gl Cr Pr of the Epiphany  Proper Communic of the Epiphany 
  (No commem of the Most Holy Name of Jesus) 
 
Sun   In all DIOCESES of ENGLAND & WALES (except Cardiff,  
24 May Menevia & Shrewsbury): 

ad lib EXTERNAL SOLEMNITY of the ASCENSION of the LORD VM 2 Cl W    
   Gl Cr Pr of the Ascension  Proper Communic 
  (No commem of Sunday) 
 
Sun   In all DIOCESES of ENGLAND & WALES (except Salford): 
14 June ad lib EXTERNAL SOLEMNITY of CORPUS CHRISTI  VM 2 Cl   W    
   Gl Seq Cr Pr of the Holy Trinity   
  (No commem of Sunday) 
 
Sun   In all DIOCESES of ENGLAND & WALES (except Westminster): 
28 June ad lib EXTERNAL SOLEMNITY of SS PETER & PAUL  VM 2 Cl   R   
   Gl Cr Pr of the Apostles 
  Commem of Fourth Sunday after Pentecost at all Masses 

Northampton: 
As above with commem of Ordinary (Rt Rev Peter Doyle) under same  
conclusion at all Masses 

 
Sun   In all DIOCESES of ENGLAND & WALES: 
16 August ad lib EXTERNAL SOLEMNITY of the ASSUMPTION of BVM  VM 2 Cl   W    
   Gl Cr Pr of the BVM (et te in Assumptione) 
  Commem of Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost at all Masses 
  (No Commem of S Joachim) 
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LAVDES ET GRATIAE 
SINT OMNI MOMENTO 

SANCTISSIMO ET 
DIVINISSIMO 

SACRAMENTO 
 




